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There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, when will you be
satisfied? We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the
unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as
our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels
of the highways and the hotels of the cities. 
 
We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro's basic mobility is from a smaller
ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as our children are
stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: for
whites only.
 
We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a
Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote.
 
No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down
like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.

Source 1: Excerpt of MLK's "I Have a Dream"
speech, August 28, 1963



(1) And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
(2) Speak to the entire congregation of the
children of Israel, and say to them, 
You shall be holy, for I, the Lord, your God,
am holy.

Source 2: Leviticus 19:1-2 ויקרא י״ט:א׳-ב׳

ר׃  אמֹֽ ֥ה ּלֵ ֖ה ֶאל־מֹׁשֶ ֹהוָ ֥ר ְי ּבֵ ַד ְי (א) וַ
ל־ֲעַד֧ת ר ֶאל־ּכׇ ֞ ּבֵ (ב) ּדַ

ֲאֵלֶה֖ם  ֥ ּתָ ָאַמְר ָרֵא֛ל ְו ׂשְ י־ִי ֵנ  ּבְ
֥ה ֹהוָ ֖י ְי ִנ ֣י ָק֔דֹוׁש ֲא ּ ּכִ ֑ו ְהי ֣ים ּתִ ְקדֹׁשִ

יֶכֽם׃ ֱאלֵֹה

(9) When you reap the harvest of your land,
you shall not fully reap the corner of your
field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of
your harvest. (10) And you shall not glean
your vineyard, nor shall you collect the
[fallen] individual grapes of your vineyard;
you shall leave them for the poor and the
stranger. I am the Lord, your God. (11) You
shall not steal. You shall not deny falsely.
You shall not lie, one man to his fellow. (12)
You shall not swear falsely by My Name,
thereby profaning the Name of your God. I
am the Lord. (13) You shall not oppress your
fellow. You shall not rob. The hired worker's
wage shall not remain with you overnight
until morning. (14) You shall not curse a deaf
person. You shall not place a stumbling
block before a blind person, and you shall
fear your God. I am the Lord.

Source 3: Leviticus 19:9-18 ויקרא י״ט:ט׳-י״ח

א  ֹ֧ ם ל ֶאת־ְקִצ֣יר ַאְרְצֶכ֔ ְּֽבֻקְצְרֶכם֙  (ט) ו
ֶקט ֶל֥ ֖ ִלְקצֹ֑ר ְו ָך ְד ַא֥ת ׂשָ ה ּפְ ֛ ְתַכּלֶ

א  ֹ֣ ל ַכְרְמָך֙  ֽט׃ (י) ְו א ְתַלּקֵ ֹ֥ ֖ ל ָך ְר ְקִצֽי
֑ט א ְתַלּקֵ ֹ֣ ֖ ל ָך ְרְמ ֶּפֶ֥רט ּכַ ל ו ֵל֔ ְתעֹו
֥ה ֹהוָ ֖י ְי ִנ ם ֲא ֲעזֹ֣ב אָֹת֔ ּתַ ר֙  ַלּגֵ ֤י ְו ִנ ָע ֶלֽ

 ּ ּ ְולֹא־ְתַכֲחׁש֥ו ו ֑ב נֹ ְג א ּתִ ֹ֖ יֶכֽם׃ (יא) ל ֱאלֵֹה
׃ (יב) ֹו ֲעִמיתֽ ּ ִא֥יׁש ּבַ ו ֖ר ּקְ א־ְתׁשַ ֹֽ ל ְו

֛ ּתָ ְל ִחּלַ ֶ֑קר ְו ָ ׁשּ י ַל ִמ֖ ּ ִבׁשְ ְבע֥ו ָ א־ִתׁשּ ֹֽ ל ְו
ֽה׃ (יג) ֹהוָ ֥י ְי ִנ יָך ֲא ֥ם ֱאלֶֹה֖ ֶאת־ׁשֵ

זֹ֑ל  א ִתְג ֹ֣ ל ֖ ְו ָך ֲע ֥ק ֶאת־ֵרֽ א־ַתֲעׁשֹ ֹֽ ל
ָך֖ ִכ֛יר ִאּתְ ֥ת ׂשָ ֻעּלַ ין ּפְ א־ָתִל֞ ֹֽ ל

֣י  ֵנ ִלְפ ׁש ְו ל ֵחֵר֔ ֣ ַעד־ּבֶֹֽקר׃ (יד) לֹא־ְתַקּלֵ
ֵר֥אָת יָ ֑ל ְו ֖ן ִמְכׁשֹ א ִתּתֵ ֹ֥ ר ל ֵּ֔ ִעו

 ּ ֽה׃ (טו) לֹא־ַתֲעׂש֥ו ֹהוָ ֥י ְי ִנ יָך ֲא ֱאלֶֹה֖ ּמֵ
ל  י־ָד֔ ֣א ְפֵנ ָ ט לֹא־ִתׂשּ ּפָ֔ ׁשְ ּמִ ּבַ ָע֙וֶל֙ 

ֶצֶ֖דק  ֑דֹול ּבְ ֣י ָג ֵנ ר ּפְ ֖ א ֶתְהּדַ ֹ֥ ל ְו
֙ ְך ָרִכיל ּפֹ֥ט ֲעִמיֶתָֽך׃ (טז) לֹא־ֵתֵל֤ ׁשְ ּתִ

֣ם ֵרֶעָ֑ך ד ַעל־ּדַ א ַתֲעמֹ֖ ֹ֥ יָך ל ַעּמֶ֔ ּבְ
יָך  ָנ֥א ֶאת־ָאִח֖ א־ִתׂשְ ֹֽ ֽה׃ (יז) ל ֹהוָ ֖י ְי ִנ ֲא

ָך ֶת֔ ֶאת־ֲעִמי ַח֙  ִכ֙י ֵכַ֤ח ּתֹו ָ֑ך הֹו ְלָבֶב ּבִ
֤ם א־ִתּקֹ ֹֽ ְטא׃ (יח) ל יו ֵחֽ ֥א ָעָל֖ ָ ְולֹא־ִתׂשּ

֥ ַהְבּתָ ָאֽ ָך ְו ֣י ַעּמֶ֔ ֵנ ֶאת־ּבְ א־ִתּטֹר֙  ֹֽ ל ְו
ֽה׃ ֹהוָ ֖י ְי ִנ ָך ֲא מֹ֑ו ֖ ּכָ ָך ְלֵרֲע
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Source 3: Leviticus 19:9-18
cont.

ויקרא י״ט:ט׳-י״ח

(15) You shall commit no injustice in
judgment; you shall not favor a poor person
or respect a great man; you shall judge your
fellow with righteousness. (16) You shall not
go around as a gossipmonger amidst your
people. You shall not stand by [the shedding
of] your fellow's blood. I am the Lord. (17)
You shall not hate your brother in your
heart. You shall surely rebuke your fellow,
but you shall not bear a sin on his account.
(18) You shall neither take revenge from nor
bear a grudge against the members of your
people; you shall love your neighbor as
yourself. I am the Lord.

Source 4: Jeremiah 22:13 ירמיהו כ״ב:י״ג

(13) Ha! he who builds his house with
unfairness
And his upper chambers with injustice,
Who makes his fellow man work without pay
And does not give him his wages,

ֶדק ֽלֹא־ֶצ֔ ֙ ּבְ י ּבֶֹנ֤ה ֵביתֹו (יג) הֹ֣ו
֑ט  ּפָ א ִמׁשְ ֹ֣ ל ָת֖יו ּבְ ֹּו י ֲעִל וַ

ם  ֲעבֹ֣ד ִחּנָ֔ ּ֙ יַ ו ֵרֵע֙ה ּבְ
׃ ֹו ן־ֽל ּתֶ א ִי ֹ֥ ֹו ל ּפֲֹע֖ל ו
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Source 5: Excerpt from a statement issued on April
12, 1963 by six Bishops, a Rabbi and a Baptist
minister in Birmingham, Alabama.

“We the undersigned clergymen are among those who in January issued ‘An
Appeal for Law and Order and Common Sense’ in dealing with racial problems
in Alabama. In Birmingham, recent public events have given indication that we
all have opportunity for a new constructive and realistic approach to racial
problems. However, we are now confronted by a series of demonstrations by
some of our Negro citizens, directed and led in part by outsiders. We recognize
the natural impatience of people who feel that their hopes are slow in being
realized. But we are convinced that these demonstrations are unwise and
untimely. We further strongly urge our own Negro community to withdraw
support from these demonstrations, and to unite locally in working peacefully
for a better Birmingham. When rights are consistently denied, a cause should
be pressed in the courts and negotiations among local leaders, and not in the
streets.”



Source 6: Excerpt from MLK's "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail", April 16, 1963

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent
statement calling our present activities 'unwise and untimely'... I am in
Birmingham because injustice is here. Frankly, I have never yet engaged in a
direct-action movement that was "well timed" according to the timetable of
those who have not suffered unduly from the disease of segregation...
Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than
absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is
much more bewildering than outright rejection... So often the contemporary
church is a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound... I hope the church
as a whole will meet the challenge of this decisive hour. But even if the church
does not come to the aid of justice, I have no despair about the future. I have
no fear about the outcome of our struggle in Birmingham, even if our motives
are at present misunderstood. We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingham
and all over the nation, because the goal of America is freedom. 



Source 7: Photograph by Bill Hudson, 1963

Source 8: New Kids in the Neighborhood by
Norman Rockwell, 1967



Guiding Questions for the Texts:

How does Dr. King draw upon the Bible’s vision of a just society
in his “I Have a Dream” speech?
To the clergy who urged King to have patience and practice “Law
and Order and Common Sense,” what is Dr. King’s response  in
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail”?

Guide to Analyzing the Images:

Ask students to describe what they see in each photo. What
details can they notice about the setting? 
Ask students to think about the experiences of the people in the
images. What might it feel like to be confronted by the police
and their dogs during a protest? How might it feel to be the first
Black family in a town? 

A good way to use images in the classroom is to ask students to look
closely and observe the images and then reflect on what they see. 

You may wish to also ask students to make a Venn Diagram that
compares and contrasts Bill Hudson’s photograph and Norman
Rockwell’s painting.


