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Sir,

Permit the children of the stock of Abraham to approach you with the most cordial affection
and esteem for your person and merits — and to join with our fellow citizens in welcoming
you to NewPort.

With pleasure we reflect on those days — those days of difficulty, and danger, when
the God of Israel, who delivered David from the peril of the sword, — shielded Your head in
the day of battle: — and we rejoice to think, that the same Spirit, who rested in the Bosom of
the greatly beloved Daniel enabling him to preside over the Provinces of the Babylonish
Empire, rests and ever will rest, upon you, enabling you to discharge the arduous duties of
Chief Magistrate in these States.

Letter to President George Washington
August 17, 1790
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Deprived as we heretofore have been of the invaluable
rights of free Citizens, we now with a deep sense of
gratitude to the Almighty disposer of all events behold a
Government, erected by the Majesty of the People — a
Government, which to bigotry gives no sanction, to
persecution no assistance — but generously affording to all
Liberty of conscience, and immunities of Citizenship: 
— deeming every one, of whatever Nation, tongue, or 

language equal parts of the great governmental Machine: — This so ample and extensive
Federal Union whose basis is Philanthropy, Mutual confidence and Public Virtue, we cannot
but acknowledge to be the work of the Great God, who ruleth in the Armies of Heaven, and
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, doing whatever seemeth him good.

For all these Blessings of civil and religious liberty which we enjoy under an equal benign
administration, we desire to send up our thanks to the Ancient of Days, the great preserver
of Men — beseeching him, that the Angel who conducted our forefathers through the
wilderness into the promised Land, may graciously conduct you through all the difficulties
and dangers of this mortal life: — And, when, like Joshua full of days and full of honour, you
are gathered to your Fathers, may you be admitted into the Heavenly Paradise to partake of
the water of life, and the tree of immortality.

Done and Signed by order of the Hebrew Congregation in NewPort, Rhode Island

Moses Seixas, Warden
August 17th 1790



Gentlemen.
While I receive, with much satisfaction, your Address replete with expressions of affection
and esteem; I rejoice in the opportunity of assuring you, that I shall always retain a grateful
remembrance of the cordial welcome I experienced in my visit to Newport, from all classes of
Citizens.

The reflection on the days of difficulty and danger which are past is rendered the more
sweet, from a consciousness that they are succeeded by days of uncommon prosperity and
security. If we have wisdom to make the best use of the advantages with which we are now
favored, we cannot fail, under the just administration of a good Government, to become a
great and a happy people.

Letter to the Hebrew Congregation of Newport, Rhode Island
August 18, 1790
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The Citizens of the United States of America have a
right to applaud themselves for having given to
mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy:
a policy worthy of imitation. All possess alike liberty
of conscience and immunities of citizenship. It is now
no more that toleration is spoken of, as if it was by
the indulgence of one class of people, that another
enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights. For happily the Government of the
United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance requires only
that they who live under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens, in giving
it on all occasions their effectual support. 

It would be inconsistent with the frankness of my character not to avow that I am pleased
with your favorable opinion of my Administration, and fervent wishes for my felicity. May the
Children of the Stock of Abraham, who dwell in this land, continue to merit and enjoy the
good will of the other Inhabitants; while every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and
figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid. May the father of all mercies scatter
light and not darkness in our paths, and make us all in our several vocations useful here, and
in his own due time and way everlastingly happy.

[President George] Go. Washington



Whereas, Almighty God hath created the mind free; that all attempts to influence it by
temporal punishments or burthens, or by civil incapacitations tend only to beget habits of
hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure from the plan of the holy author of our
religion, who being Lord, both of body and mind yet chose not to propagate it by coercions
on either, as was in his Almighty power to do, that the impious presumption of legislators and
rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired men
have assumed dominion over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and modes of
thinking as the only true and infallible, and as such endeavouring to impose them on others,
hath established and maintained false religions over the greatest part of the world and
through all time; that to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation
of opinions which he disbelieves is sinful and tyrannical; that even the forcing him to support

Virginia Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom
1786
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this or that teacher of his own religious persuasion is depriving him
of the comfortable liberty of giving his contributions to the
particular pastor, whose morals he would make his pattern, and
whose powers he feels most persuasive to righteousness, and is
withdrawing from the Ministry those temporary rewards, which,
proceeding from an approbation of their personal conduct are an
additional incitement to earnest and unremitting labours for the
instruction of mankind; that our civil rights have no dependence on
our religious opinions any more than our opinions in physics or
geometry, that therefore the proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence, by
laying upon him an incapacity of being called to offices of trust and emolument, unless he
profess or renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him injuriously of those
privileges and advantages, to which, in common with his fellow citizens, he has a natural
right, that it tends only to corrupt the principles of that very Religion it is meant to
encourage, by bribing with a monopoly of worldly honours and emoluments those who will
externally profess and conform to it; that though indeed, these are criminal who do not
withstand such temptation, yet neither are those innocent who lay the bait in their way; 

that to suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of opinion and to
restrain the profession or propagation of principles on supposition of their ill tendency is a
dangerous fallacy which at once destroys all religious liberty because he being of course
judge of that tendency will make his opinions the rule of judgment and approve or condemn
the sentiments of others only as they shall square with or differ from his own; that it is time
enough for the rightful purposes of civil government, for its officers to interfere when
principles break out into overt acts against peace and good order;



and finally, that Truth is great, and will prevail if left to herself, that she is the proper and
sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from the conflict, unless by human
interposition disarmed of her natural weapons free argument and debate, errors ceasing to
be dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them: Be it enacted by General
Assembly that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place,
or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body
or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief, but that all
men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of
Religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge or affect their civil capacities.
And though we well know that this Assembly elected by the people for the ordinary purposes
of Legislation only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblies constituted
with powers equal to our own, and that therefore to declare this act irrevocable would be of
no effect in law; yet we are free to declare, and do declare that the rights hereby asserted,
are of the natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal
the present or to narrow its operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right. 

Virginia Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom
1786 (continued)
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No person within the said Colony, at any time hereafter, shall be
any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question,
for any differences in opinion, in matters of religion, who does
not actually disturb the peace of our said Colony; but that all
and every person and persons may, from time to time, and at all
times hereafter, freely and fully have and enjoy his own and
their judgments and consciences, in matters of religious
concernments, throughout the tract of land heretofore

Excerpt from Rhode Island Charter (1663)
(Established as Royal Charter, it served as state constitution

until 1842)

mentioned, they behaving themselves peaceably and quietly and not using this liberty to
licentiousness and profaneness, nor to the civil injury or outward disturbance of others. 



What distinction does Washington make between tolerance and
freedom?
How might Washington's framing of citizenship be seen favorably by
the Jews of Newport and beyond?
What can we learn about the federalist vs state rights debate from
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and the Rhode Island
Charter?

Discussion Questions
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