Faculty

Dr. Susan McWilliams Barndt

Susan McWilliams Barndt is a professor of politics at
Pomona College, where she has won the Wig Award for
Excellence in Teaching three times. She is an elected
member of the Executive Council of the American Political
Science Association, and she sits on the Academic
Advisory Council of the Jack Miller Center for Teaching
America’s Founding Principles and History. She has
written and edited several books, including The American
Road Trip and American Political Thought (Lexington,
2018), A Political Companion to James Baldwin (Kentucky,
2017), and A New History of American Political Thought
(co-edited with Nicholas Buccola and Roosevelt Montas,
Princeton, forthcoming). McWilliams is a co-editor of the
American Political Thought book series at the University
Press of Kansas and a past editor of the peer-reviewed
journal American Political Thought. For her work,
McWilliams has received recognitions that include the
Graves Award in the Humanities and the National
Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship.

Dr. Roosevelt Montas

Roosevelt Montas is Senior Lecturer in American Studies
and English at Columbia University and director of the
Freedom and Citizenship Program, which introduces low-
income high school students to the Western political
tradition through the study of original texts. From 2008 to
2018, he served as director of Columbia’s Center for the
Core Curriculum. He is the author of Rescuing Socrates:
How the Great Books Changed My Life and Why They
Matter for a New Generation, (Princeton University Press,
2021).



Dr. Lucas Morel

Lucas Morel is the John K. Boardman, Jr. Professor of
Politics and Head of the Politics Department at
Washington and Lee University. He holds a Ph.D. in
political science from Claremont Graduate University. He
is the author of Lincoln and the American Founding and
Lincoln’s Sacred Effort: Defining Religion’s Role in
American Self-Government; editor of Lincoln and Liberty:
Wisdom for the Ages and Ralph Ellison and the Raft of
Hope: A Political Companion to “Invisible Man”; and co-
editor of The New Territory: Ralph Ellison and the
Twenty-First Century. Dr. Morel conducts high school
teacher workshops for the Ashbrook Center, Jack Miller
Center, Gilder-Lehrman Institute, Bill of Rights Institute,
and Liberty Fund. He is a former president of the Abraham
Lincoln Institute; a founding member of the Academic
Freedom Alliance; a trustee of the Supreme Court
Historical Society; a consultant on the Library of Congress
exhibits on Lincoln and the Civil War; and currently serves
on the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission, which will
plan activities to commemorate the founding of the United
States of America.

Jenni Rein

Jenni Rein is the Academy for American Democracy
Coordinator at the New-York Historical Society. Jenni has a
background in the film and technology industries and has
worked in the field of Education for the past six years. She
received her Master's Degree in Early American History
from the City College of New York, where she was
awarded the MA Faculty Award for Best Research Paper as
well as the Oscar Zeichner Prize for Best Paper in Early
American History.



Dr. Diana Schaub

Diana Schaub is Professor of Political Science at Loyola
University Maryland and a non-resident Senior Scholar in
the Social, Cultural, and Constitutional Studies department
at the American Enterprise Institute. She was the Garwood
Teaching Fellow at Princeton University in 2011-12 and
Visiting Professor of Political Theory in the Government
Department at Harvard University in 2018, 2020, and
2022. She is the author of a book on Montesquieu, along
with many scholarly articles in the fields of political
philosophy and American political thought. She isa
coeditor (with Amy and Leon Kass) of What So Proudly
We Hail: The American Soul in Story, Speech, and Song. A
member of the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln
Institute, she also sits on the publication committee of
National Affairs. Her book on Lincoln’s rhetoric and
statesmanship, His Greatest Speeches: How Lincoln Moved
the Nation, appeared in 2021 from St. Martin’s Press.

Tiphanie Shoemaker

Tiphanie Shoemaker is the Associate Head of School,
Teaching and Learning, at Luria Academy of Brooklyn. She
began her teaching career at Luria in 2009 and took a brief
hiatus from 2019-2022 to serve as Director of Education
at Civic Spirit. In this role, she built the teacher coaching
model and co-created the Student Delegates program.
During this time, Tiphanie also led the national launch
event of the Girl Scouts of America Civics badge and
consulted on their civics curriculum in its early stages.
Tiphanie serves as a Board Member for Youth Revive,
chairing the Programs Committee. Tiphanie is a graduate
of Bar Ilan's Educational Leadership Advancement
Initiative. She is a trained mentor through the Jewish New
Teacher Project and is a trained facilitator of dialoguing
across differences through Essential Partners. Tiphanie is
a member of Cohort 11 of the Mandel Teacher Educator
Institute and will begin a two-year course of study this fall.
She lives in Park Slope with her husband Steve and their
son, Silas.



Dr. Tamara Mann Tweel

Dr. Tamara Mann Tweel is a co-founder and Chief Strategist at
Civic Spirit and a Program Director at The Teagle Foundation,
specializing in civic initiatives. Dr. Tweel has devoted her
professional life to educating students, faith leaders, and
politicians on the history and value of American religious and
secular civil society. She began her career at the Interfaith Center
of NY building civic coalitions and later worked as the Associate
Director of the Freedom and Citizenship Program at Columbia
University, where she taught courses in the Great Books, the
history and ethics of philanthropy, aging, and civics. There is little
she loves more than spending time with students and a text. She
continues to teach and lecture widely as a seminar instructor at
Columbia University and as a research fellow at Shalom Hartman
Institute of North America. Dr. Tweel developed Civic Spirit inside
Hillel International’s Office of Innovation where she also serves as
the Director of Strategic Development. Dr. Tweel received a
master’s degree in theological studies from the Harvard Divinity
School and a doctorate in history from Columbia University. In
2009, she received the K. Patricia Cross Future Leaders Award
from the Association of American Colleges and Universities. Her
work has been published in numerous academic and popular
journals, magazines, and newspapers, including the Washington
Post, The Forward, The Harvard Divinity Bulletin, The Jewish
Week, Inside Higher Ed, and The Huffington Post.

Grace Wagner

Grace Wagner is a Reference Librarian at the New-York
Historical Society. She has a background in archives and special
collections librarianship and loves cultural history, materiality,
and urban planning. She has previously held positions at
Syracuse University's Special Collections Research Center
(SCRC), Massachusetts Historical Society, and the Seward Family
Digital Archive. She holds a MLIS degree from Simmons
University and a BA in history and English from the University of
Rochester.



