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My Civic Spirit project looked at how I could
bring in more civic education to our Be Mitzvah
curriculum for Judaism Your Way. We have a
two-year program for middle school students that
helps students take on more responsibility for
themselves, their relationships and how they
want to take their place in the greater world. It is
a supplementary education program and not a
typical K-12 school setting.

Our first year is an experiential Judaism 101 class
aimed at helping students create their own
spiritual toolkit. For this first year, we already
had a lesson I created that guided students to
create their vision of a perfect society. They look
at governance, values and physical space. We
preface this lesson with an examination of the 10
Commandments that includes a critical analysis
of the laws and a critical thinking process to
create their own. My project built on this lesson
plan based on the information I gained in the
Civic Spirit seminars and more specifically
through conversations with my mentor, Rabbi
Charlie Savenor.

The second part of my project was to integrate
civic education into the second year of the Be
Mitzvah program. This specifically focused on
adding to the curriculum for a group of students
in our Chai Cohort, during which students
implement a Jewish Wisdom Project of their
choice. One option is to do a series of Jewish and
secular challenges, the culmination of which

contributes to their coming of age in an
experiential, direct way. As part of the
challenges, we don’t usually prescribe what
students should do - they can choose with help
from their mentors and parents. To bring in a
civic engagement piece, I challenged my students
to take action to identify a local civic issue they
were concerned about and examine the systems
and levers of change within their community to
alleviate the pain points within this issue. To
assist students with this project, I wrote up a
“how to” guide.

I had one year-two student choose a civic-minded
challenge as part of her 13 challenges. This
student lives too close to her school to be eligible
to take a school bus to school. She therefore must
rely on herself (biking), a public bus, or her
parents (driving) to get her there. She is not a
morning person, so the thought of biking to
school is unappealing. Her parents often have
meetings or work obligations that make it
difficult to take her to school.

Relying on the public bus was her best option, but
the bus schedule was inconvenient and was not
designed for students. The bus to school gets her
there about 45 minutes early, and the bus that
would bring her home leaves from the stop in
front of her middle school about 8 minutes before
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the final bell rings at the end of the day. This may
not seem like an issue at the onset, but security
measures at the school do not allow students to
enter the school until 10 minutes before school
starts, and a student can’t stay in the building
once school ends, unless they are in a club
meeting or with a teacher. Living in Colorado,
temperatures can make this 30-55 minute wait
outside unhealthy. She researched RTD (the
public bus company) to find out what she needed
to do to get this changed and worked toward
creating a change to ensure safe, accessible ways
for students to get to school.

I really appreciate being part of the Civic Spirit
cohort in Colorado this year and the flexibility of
the program and staff. I was admitted into the
program with open arms, even though I work
and teach in a different setting than my peers in
the program.

What I found most meaningful was the
connections with other educators in the Civic
Spirit cohort. During a particularly stressful time
for most of us based on the political events of the
past year, it was so helpful to be able to process
this with other people who interacted with
students in an educational capacity. I also really
appreciated my 1:1 sessions with my coach,
Charlie. We had some wonderful conversations
that furthered not only my project but my own
professional development as well. I am very
grateful to have created this professional
relationship. I also enjoyed the guest speakers for
my own deepening of civic education.

While I am leaving my position at Judaism Your
Way at the end of this school year, the
curriculum I created will be available for future
teachers to use. In my new role as Program
Manager for Youth Celebrate Diversity, I know
there are places where I can bring in civic
education to keep the work of Civic Spirit alive
and well in my professional life. Thank you for
this opportunity.
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“ To bring in a civic
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engagement piece, I
challenged my students
to take action to identify
a local civic issue they
were concerned about
and examine the systems
and levers of change
within their community
to alleviate the pain
points within this issue.
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