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This year, we integrated civics within our
classroom by emphasizing the importance of
historical context in understanding current rights
and responsibilities, focusing particularly on
Civic Spirit's pillar of informed civic
participation. Significant aspects of this project
included the development of students' empathy
and awareness of past injustices, which proved
impactful in their personal civic development.
This experience enriched their knowledge of civic
education and fostered a commitment to
advocacy for human rights. 

The National History Day projects created by my
8th-grade students, exploring Nazi-Looted Art,
Willowbrook, and the Mississippi Burning
Murders specifically, were structured around the
theme of “Rights and Responsibilities in History,”
emphasizing the significance of civic
engagement. Our primary goals included
fostering an understanding of historical injustices
and encouraging students to recognize their civic
responsibilities toward addressing these issues.
The project aligned with our educational mission
by integrating themes of citizenship and social
responsibility within the existing curriculum,
ensuring relevance to contemporary civic
discourse. 

Students actively engaged in this project through
comprehensive research, collaborative
discussions, and website presentations,
facilitating critical thinking and encouraging a
deeper understanding of historical events. The
students won at the regional contest held in 

Brooklyn in March and are preparing their work
for the New York State contest to be held in
Oneonta, New York.  The project entitled “Nazi
Looted Art” won the statewide competition and is
now entered in the National Contest to be held at
the University of Maryland, College Park, in June.

In envisioning the future, I am dedicated to
further embedding civic education into MDS by
approaching projects through the lens of civic
values, integrating service-learning opportunities,
and promoting discussions on contemporary
issues. This approach will extend our focus on
rights and responsibilities within our educational
framework.
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Click to view the winning projects! Mississippi
Burning, Willowbrook, and Nazi Looted Art 
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