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Being a part of the Denver Educators Cohort has
been a wonderful experience this year. I
particularly appreciated the focus on primary
sources and the tie-ins to the importance of
teaching civics in a religious setting. The Essential
Partners training on dialogue was tremendously
helpful. As department chair I was also able to
bring a lot of what I had learned back to others. I
was also tremendously blessed to represent Civic
Spirit at the Civic Learning Week National Forum
in Stanford, California.

For the project that I developed I worked with my
wonderful mentor, Audi Hecht. We focused on
my AP United States History class. Her experience
in the classroom and in teaching very similar
subjects to myself has been an asset all year long!
For this project, we focused in on the reforms of
the Progressive era. I chose this because I wanted
students to see social movements as an entry
point to civic life. There were two parts of the
project. The first part asked students to explore a
reform movement of the Progressive Era. The
second took that issue and tied it to a similar
modern day issue. For example, many students
chose the Prohibition movement as the historical
aspect and want to tie it to the opioid crisis of
today.

Audi and I developed several questions for
students to look at such as:

+ Describe the extent of the issue. Who were the
key people involved in bringing attention to
this issue, and how did they do it?

« Why was this issue a major concern during
that time period? What role did public

« opinion or protests play in pushing for change?
How did the media (books, newspapers, etc.)
influence people’s views on the issue?

« Was there any specific aspect of this issue that
stood out to you personally? Why? If you could
have been involved back then, what additional
solutions might you have suggested?

« What were the proposed solutions to this issue
at the time? If you were a member of Congress
then what law would you propose to address
the issue? What challenges did people face
when trying to solve this problem? How did
they manage to overcome these challenges?
Did the solutions offered at the time fully solve
the problem, or were there lasting issues that
remained?

« Were there any Supreme Court Cases that dealt
with the topic chosen? If so, what was the case
centered around? What were the constitutional
issues at hand?

« What were the most significant changes
brought about by addressing this issue in the
past? Do you think this issue was handled
fairly or unjustly at the time? Why or why not?
What can we learn from how people in the
past dealt with this issue that might help us
today?
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Issues Then
Issue Progressive Era

Policies/Movements and
Resources

and Now
Corresponding Social lllin
the Modern Era

Policies/Movements and
Resources

Labor Rights and Workplace  Formation of labor unions

Safety (AFL, IWW); Triangle Shirtwaist
Factery fire reforms; Upton
Sinclair's The Jungle

Fight for $15; Gig worker
protections (ABS in CA);
Schlosser’s Fast Food Nation

Monopolies and Trust- Sherman Antitrust Act (1890);
Busting Theodore Roosevelt’s trust-
busting policies

Public Health and Sanitation  Public sewer systems; Pure
Food and Drug Act (1906);
Improved urban sanitation;
The Jungle by Sinclair

Antitrust investigations into
Big Tech; Proposed
regulations an mergers (e.q.,
FTCvs. Meta); The Curse of
Bigness by Tim Wu

Affordable Care Act (ACA);
COVID-19 pandemic
response; Expanded mental
health services

I used Canva (a suggestion from fellow Cohort
member Channa Schweid) to explain the project
to students. Here is a link to the project:
Progressivism-Then and Now: Making Change in
America is Everyone’s Responsibility.

In order to share their research students were
allowed choice and voice. Many students chose to
use a program Audi suggested called Sutori to
create a timeline. Others chose a PowerPoint or a
Shark Tank presentation, etc. Students presented
in small groups of 3-4 and I invited the Head of
the Division to attend. They scored each other
based upon a peer review rubric and I circulated
and caught what I could of the presentations as
they were done simultaneously. I graded the
presentations independently too. Part two of the
project should be occurring in the next couple of
weeks, but time is getting short! For this part of
the project students will read excerpts from a
corresponding book (such as Dopesick by Beth
Macy for the opioid crisis). They will then identify
the issue today and how it is distinct from
Progressivism. They will then choose several
roles and what action could be taken to address
the issue. For example, what would a Federal
department or cabinet member, a community
activist, or a state legislator do differently from
each other? This will allow them to examine
different points of entry into the government.
They will create a publicity campaign or a
proposal to a philanthropist or an interest group
or a political party to get them to adopt the
necessary reform as part of their platform.

My goal with this project was both to have
students recognize the power of individuals and
social groups in pushing for reforms, but also to
help them to recognize that they too have agency
in seeking to do justice. Students surprised me
with their level of engagement so far. I appreciate
the opportunity to develop this project!
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGcCWobGGo/pXiTRlOooOcErzvXZm0Swg/view?utm_content=DAGcCWobGGo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hca4a367856
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