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My involvement in Civic Spirit came at the
perfect time. Last summer, the Social Studies
Department developed a curriculum for the new
US Government class that was to start in Fall
2024. In addition to the anxiety of introducing a
new class, it was heightened by the political
tension that hung over our nation leading up to
last November. Accompanying freshmen in a
new class in this environment was exciting but
also daunting. Following my participation in the
Denver Educators Cohort at the end of July, I was
injected with a newfound confidence and
excitement to make civic participation and
engagement a core part of the class and to not shy
away from difficult conversations. Through Civic
Spirit partnerships, I had the opportunity to
attend an Essential Partners training, which
provided applicable resources to facilitate
authentic conversations in class. Using these
templates, I was able to create activities where
students shared how their lived experiences
formed their political beliefs. This was really
refreshing in the weeks leading up to the election
to see students take a different approach in
engaging with each other than what the media
would have you think.

My Civic Spirit project built on this momentum.
Throughout our units, students have
intentionally reflected on parts of the
government that seem democratic and the other
parts that do not. Some of their realizations
around Gerrymandering, nuance in how a bill
becomes a law, the power of presidential
pardons, and the ability for federal
representatives to not have to live in the district

they represent have led them to shape beliefs in
the steps needed to make our government more
democratic. At the same time, they have
organically found a new appreciation for the
checks that the different branches have on each
other, the ability to write your representative to
propose a bill, and the amendment process to
change the Constitution, all leading them to
admire the democratic parts of how our
government works. The project culminates with a
student-written essay responding to the prompt,
‘To what extent is our government democratic?’.
Students will use their brainstorming from various
parts of the semester to develop a clear, concise
outline that provides evidence to support
whatever perspective they choose to defend.
Through collaboration with me, students get
feedback on their outline and will write their
essay in class. Following the scoring of the essay,
students will share their perspectives with each
other and write a government representative,
articulating the change in the system they wish to
see to make the system more democratic.

Thinking back to July, my hopes for the year would
never have been accomplished if it wasn’t for the
support I received from Civic Spirit and my school.
I'm truly thankful for the tools and templates they
provided and the confidence they instilled to have
authentic conversations in my classroom over the
past year.
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