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For our Civic Spirit Project we were excited to
start a Civic Spirit Club, and hoped to increase
discussion of civics topics by increasing its
prominence and visibility throughout our
building, which is a preschool through eighth
grade campus. One of the ways we had hoped to
increase the prominence and visibility of civics in
our school was to create a civically grounded
exploratory (elective class) where we hoped to
dive deeply into civic education and local issues.
Unfortunately, due to decisions outside of our
control we were unable to add this class to the
schedule. Therefore, we shifted our focus
exclusively to starting our school’s Civic Spirit
Club. 

We began by creating a role within our existing
student government titled “Commissioner of Civic
Spirit.” The first student in this role had a
foundational role in marketing and getting
students excited about our Civic Spirit Club
before our first meeting in October. She also
helped brainstorm topics for discussion as we got
our club off the ground. She did a phenomenal
job, as our first meeting had over 30 students.
While attendance did drop off to a solid dozen
regular students, we have been very pleased with
the success of the first year of this new club.

Our Civic Spirit Club is truly student run and
student driven. With the advice of our advisor, 

we were able to use the lens of our annual school
theme, “Leading with Love and Aloha”and the
Civic Skills pillars to guide respectful discussions
answering the question “What are some things
you wish you could change about the St. Luke
community to make it better?” Though everyone
in our community agrees Saint Luke is an “Ohana”
(family) and there are many things we love, we
also acknowledge there are things we could
change to improve our community. We came up
with guiding questions based on our Saint Luke
mission statement: “We are inquiring minds,
hearts for Jesus, and hands for service.”

Focusing on the idea that we are a family of
inquirers who want to show Jesus’ love to others
through serving them, we had several projects
emerge. A group of students is researching and
drafting a letter to the principal and school
commission asking them to reconsider the Saint
Luke uniform policy with the students’ input in
mind. In particular, students would like more
options for outerwear to stay warm in the winter
months and to not have teachers talking to them
about their shoes or skirt lengths. A smaller group 



is looking at Washington state laws on school
temperature and research on the best
temperatures for learning environments, while
continuing to discern who to present this
information to in an attempt to have better
temperature regulation in our building. We also
have two groups focused on adding classes to the
exploratory options for our middle school
students.

The most meaningful project that will
undoubtedly leave a lasting impact on the school
came from a duo that worked with our garden
educator to create an exploratory class called
“Environmental Stewardship” that will last long
after these eighth graders have graduated from
Saint Luke. These two students are using their
Civic Spirit Club project as their International
Baccalaureate Community Project, which is a
capstone project required for graduation in our
building, as well as to meet their required service
hours for each grading period.

We found that when a group was working on a
project they were passionate about, they would
research and reach out to people on their own,
with no prompting from us. We had to tell a
student to stop reading Washington state laws
during class once she began researching school
temperatures. Our garden exploratory pair gave
up lunch and recess time to meet with our garden
educator to start the class. The seed has been
planted in these students to remain civically
minded and active. We hope to grow our Civic
Spirit Club with new membership next year and
will try again to put a civics elective into the
schedule.

Class motto from its creators: “God made it. Keep
it great!”
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