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Lower School Election & Rabbi Heschel Quote
Campaign

As part of our Civic Spirit Project, we helped to
launch a Lower School-wide election rooted in
democratic practice, Jewish values, and student
voice. Our goal was to empower students to
actively participate in democratic processes by
designing and implementing a meaningful
student election. We aimed to foster civic skills,
promote civic belonging, and deepen
understanding of democratic principles through
hands-on engagement.

Over the course of several weeks, students in
grades 1-5 learned about civics and government
through grade-appropriate content that laid the
foundation for a school-wide election. The
project centered on selecting a guiding quote
from Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, an
initiative that promoted civic learning while
deepening our community’s connection to Rabbi
Heschel’s wisdom.

The process began with a faculty primary
election, narrowing six potential quotes to three
final nominees: 

“Know that every action counts, that every
word is power.” 
“When I was young, I used to admire clever
people; as I grow older, I admire kind people.” 
“Knowledge is achieved through curiosity.” 

Students in all grades studied the meaning of these
quotes and explored related civics vocabulary.
Bulletin boards on the 6th and 7th floors displayed
their reflections, interpretations, and growing
civic language. Fourth-grade students took on the
role of campaigners, designing campaign posters
and visiting other grades to advocate for each
quote, making the “case” through a variety of
media (speeches, presentations, and posters). This
powerful peer-led approach process gave students
a valuable opportunity to experience leadership
and persuasive communication firsthand. 

The project was closely tied to our Lower School
community read of Sofia Valdez, Future Prez. Like
Sofia, who saw a problem in her neighborhood
and took action, our students were inspired to use
their voices to engage in democratic decision-
making. This connection helped lay the emotional
and conceptual groundwork for meaningful civic
engagement. 

Following the election, the quote “Knowledge is
achieved through curiosity” was chosen by the
student body. This launched a new phase of
engagement with a school-wide inauguration 



ceremony. Students reflected on the full election
cycle, from primaries and campaigning to
inauguration, drawing parallels to the U.S.
presidential election process. 

To celebrate the winning quote, students in
grades 1–5 responded to prompts such as
“Curiosity sparks knowledge” and “I’m curious
about…” in both English and Hebrew. Their
thoughts were displayed on colorful stickers in
collaborative murals, capturing the collective
spirit of wonder and inquiry.

Representing the Three Pillars of Civic Spirit
 
Civic Belonging: Students saw themselves as
participants in a democratic community.
Through voting, campaigning, and shared
learning, they found their place in the broader
American civic narrative and experienced the
power of their voice. 
Civic Skills: The project offered authentic
opportunities to practice persuasive speech,
collaboration, respectful listening, and leadership
—especially for 4th-grade campaigners
presenting to peers across the division. 
Democratic Fluency: Students gained
foundational understanding of elections, civic
vocabulary, and the historical roots of American
democracy, connecting their experience to real-
world democratic systems. 

Reflections and Looking Ahead 
The most meaningful aspect was witnessing the
authenticity of student engagement. Our students
thoughtfully engaged with each quote, advocated
for ideas larger than themselves, and
demonstrated deep respect for the democratic
process. This project reaffirmed the importance
of embedding civic experiences in everyday
school life and our belief that civic education is
most powerful when lived, not just taught. 
 Through this process, we’ve come to more fully
understand that civic identity is not simply about
knowing systems; it’s about having opportunities
to belong, to question, to decide, and to act.
Looking forward, we hope to expand our civic 
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calendar and embed student-led civic moments
throughout the year, from elections and civic
holidays to new leadership initiatives. By
continuing to connect Jewish values with civic
responsibility, we hope to nurture students who
see themselves as changemakers within our school
and beyond.


