250 to 250
Campaign

From October 27, 2025 through July 4, 2026, Civic Spirit will be posting a

day-by-day journey through every year of American history. From the
Declaration of Independence in 1776 to the Semiquincentennial, each post
will spotlight a defining moment, person, or civic idea from that year,
revealing how our nation’s story has unfolded and how its founding ideals
continue to shape, inform, and inspire our country today. Sponsored by Linda
Savenor in the memory of her late husband, Joseph Savenor.
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Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776)

The Continental Congress’s adoption of the Declaration of
Independence marked the birth of the United States as a sovereign
nation. Drafted primarily by future president Thomas Jefferson,
the document declared that “all men are created equal” and
endowed with “unalienable Rights,” articulating a new political
philosophy grounded in liberty, consent, and self-governance. By
dissolving ties with Britain, the colonies transformed rebellion into

revolution, asserting that legitimate governments derive their
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nation live up to its founding promise.
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Articles of Confederation Adopted

On November 15, 1777, the Continental Congress approved the
Articles of Confederation, the nation’s first constitution. The
Articles created a confederation of sovereign states bound
together for common defense and diplomacy but left most power
with the states. That the new government was not granted the
power to tax or regulate trade quickly became a glaring weakness.
And yet, this document was a landmark in civic experimentation,
establishing the principle of union and cooperation among diverse
states. The Articles represented America’s first attempt to balance
local autonomy with national unity, paving the way for the stronger
federal framework later adopted in 1787.
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First Congressional Ratification of Treaties

The ratification of the French alliance by Congress in May 1778
established an enduring precedent: that foreign treaties required
legislative approval. This early exercise in checks and balances reflected
the emerging American belief that power, even in diplomacy, must be
accountable to elected representatives. The process showcased the
Continental Congress’s evolving civic role not merely as a revolutionary
assembly, but as a functioning national legislature shaping norms of
transparency, deliberation, and consent that would later be embedded in
the U.S. Constitution.
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Continental Army’s Mutinies and Civic Discipline

During the Revolutionary War, in the brutal winter of 1779-1780, small
mutinies erupted within the Continental Army at Morristown, New
Jersey. These events revealed the strains of sustaining a republic in
wartime as well as demonstrated emerging civic discipline. Officers like
General George Washington managed to restore order through appeals
to duty rather than sheer force. These moments reflected a maturing
civic ethos, namely loyalty not to a king, but to the shared cause of
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Massachusetts Constitution Ratified
Ratified in 1780 and largely drafted by future president John Adams, the
Massachusetts Constitution remains the world’s oldest functioning
written constitution. It introduced the phrase “a government of laws and
not of men” and established a robust separation of powers among the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches. Its preamble emphasized the
duty of citizens to promote virtue, education, and civic responsibility.
These ideas from the Bay State directly influenced the U.S. Constitution
"“'l:: [9) 50 tO 2 50 and Bill of Bights. .This., mi.lestone anchored civic governance in moral
: responsibility and institutional balance.
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Articles of Confederation Ratified (March 1, 1781)

The first national government of the United States was made official with,
after years of extended debate, Maryland’s approval of the Articles of
Confederation on March 1, 1781. This milestone transformed the
Continental Congress into a formal Confederation Congress, giving it
authority over diplomacy, military affairs, and western lands. While the
Articles’ weaknesses would soon surface, especially around taxation, this
document represented a vital step in learning self-government through
cooperation. This “first constitution” was a living civic experiment that
250 to 250 250 Days for 250 Years: taught Americans how to balance unity and independence among diverse

bz states, paving the way for the U.S. Constitution six years later.
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Great Seal of the United States Adopted (June 20, 1782)

Congress approved the Great Seal as the official emblem of the nation.
The olive branch and arrows represented peace and strength, while the
unfinished pyramid and radiant eye (later used on the dollar) symbolized
aspiration and vigilance. Showcasing the motto E Pluribus Unum (*Out of
many, one”), it visually expressed the core civic ideal of unity in diversity.
The Seal’s adoption marked an early effort to codify American identity
and moral purpose—a civic emblem affirming that the nation’s strength
lies in collective virtue and enduring hope. Did you know that one of the
— 250 to 250 Eiuuci::f::‘ﬁmm original suggestions was the Israelites leaving Egypt?
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Washington’s Resignation as Commander in Chief (December 23, 1783)
The Treaty of Paris formally ended the Revolutionary War, with Britain
recognizing the United States as “free, sovereign, and independent.”
With this war over, George Washington resigned his military commission
before Congress in Annapolis, voluntarily returning power to civilian
authority. A defining act of civic virtue astonished the world and modeled
the republican ideal that public service is a trust, not a possession. King
George Il reportedly said that if Washington did indeed relinquish
power, “he would be the greatest man in the world.” The act became a
‘:: 250 to 250 250 Days for 250 Years: timeless lesson in civic integrity and leadership.
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Treaty of Paris Ratified (January 14, 1784)

The Treaty of Paris officially ended the Revolutionary War when
Congress ratified it in Annapolis, Maryland. This act confirmed American
independence and defined the nation’s borders from the Atlantic to the
Mississippi River. With peace secured, the new United States faced the
challenge of transforming wartime ideals into lasting institutions of self-
government.
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Land Ordinance of 1785

Congress passed the Land Ordinance of 1785, establishing a system for
surveying and selling lands west of the Appalachian Mountains. By
dividing the territory into townships and sections, the young nation set
the stage for orderly expansion and public education, reserving one
section in every township for schools. It reflected America’s belief that
democracy flourishes through learning and civic participation.
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Shays’ Rebellion (1786-1787)

Farmers in western Massachusetts, led by Daniel Shays, rose up to
protest debt, taxes, and economic hardship. The rebellion revealed deep
weaknesses in the Articles of Confederation, especially the federal
government'’s inability to maintain order or address financial crises. This
unrest sparked urgent calls for reform and inspired the push toward a
stronger national constitution.
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Constitutional Convention Convenes (May 25, 1787)

Delegates from twelve states gathered in Philadelphia to revise the
Articles of Confederation but soon resolved to draft an entirely new
framework of government. Under the leadership of George Washington
and the intellectual guidance of James Madison, they debated how to
balance liberty and authority. The resulting Constitution became a
masterpiece of civic compromise and enduring democratic design.
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U.S. Constitution Ratified (June 21, 1788)

When New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify, the U.S.
Constitution officially replaced the Articles of Confederation. This
moment marked the birth of a stronger union built on checks and
balances, federalism, and the rule of law. The document’s ratification
reflected the triumph of reasoned debate and the American capacity to
reimagine self-government.

American Story,
One Year at a Time

] 2 O to 2 O 250 Days_ for 250 Years:
5 = 5 ‘ Celebrating the
Campaign

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 14 of 250
1789 =

George Washington Inaugurated as First President (April 30, 1789)
Standing on the balcony of Federal Hall in New York City, George
Washington took the oath of office as the nation’s first president. His
leadership gave life to the Constitution, setting precedents for the
peaceful transfer of power and civic virtue in governance. Washington’s
humility and dedication made him the embodiment of republican
leadership.
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The Residence Act and Founding of the Capital (July 16, 1790)

The Residence Act established the creation of a permanent national
capital along the Potomac River, later named Washington, D.C. This
compromise, brokered by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and
Thomas Jefferson in what the musical Hamilton called "The Room
Where it Happened", balanced regional interests between North and
South and symbolized the new federal identity. The founding of the
capital embodied civic cooperation and demonstrated that political
accomplishments require negotiation and a sense of common cause for
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Ratification of the Bill of Rights (December 15, 1791)

The first ten amendments to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights,
guaranteed freedoms of speech, religion, press, assembly, and due
process. Proposed by James Madison to reassure states wary of
centralized power, the amendments enshrined the civic principle that
liberty requires legal protection against government overreach. The Bill
of Rights stands as the moral and civic foundation of American
democracy, teaching that rights are not granted by rulers but
safeguarded by the people’s consent and vigilance.
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United States Presidential Election (November 2-December 5, 1792) and
the Establishment of the U.S. Mint (April 2, 1792)

In 1792, the United States held its first contested presidential election,
reaffirming George Washington as president and testing the strength of
its new democratic system. At the same time, the U.S. Mint was
established as part of the ‘Coinage Act of 1792, and the Cornerstone of
the White House was laid. These developments of a government taking
shape marked a crucial step from revolution to self-government. The
events of 1792 remind us that democracy depends on the ongoing work
Yt 250 to 250 iilnebh::tsi:;rtis:\'ears: of building institutions, engaging in debate, and ensuring peaceful
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Cornerstone of the U.S. Capitol Laid (September 18, 1793)

President George Washington presided over the laying of the U.S.

Capitol’s cornerstone in Washington, D.C., symbolizing the founding of a

permanent home for American democracy. The ceremony embodied

unity, civic pride, and the creation of a shared space for the nation’s

deliberation and debate. As the cornerstone settled into place, so too did

the ideal that self-government depends on durable institutions built by

and for the people.
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Flag Act of 1794 (January 13, 1794)

Congress passed the Flag Act of 1794, expanding the national flag to
fifteen stars and fifteen stripes to represent Vermont and Kentucky's
admission to the Union. This change reflected a young republic’s evolving
identity, a civic symbol uniting diverse states under a common purpose.
The flag became more than an emblem; it was a living reminder of the
American experiment in unity through representation.
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Naturalization Act of 1795 (January 29, 1795)

Congress enacted the Naturalization Act of 1795, establishing a clear
process for immigrants to become U.S. citizens and pledging allegiance
to the Constitution. This milestone affirmed that American identity was
civic, not hereditary, grounded in shared values, laws, and democratic
participation. It was an early expression of the nation’s belief that
belonging comes through commitment to its principles.
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Washington’s Farewell Address (September 19, 1796)

In his Farewell Address, President George Washington urged Americans
to cherish unity, uphold the Constitution, and avoid divisive partisanship.
His words became a civic guidepost for future generations, reminding
citizens that democracy requires virtue, restraint, and cooperation.
Washington’s voluntary departure from power set a timeless precedent
for peaceful leadership transitions.
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John Adams Inauguration and the Peaceful Transfer of Power (March 4, 1797)
The inauguration of John Adams in Philadelphia symbolized continuity through
change. For the first time, a democratic republic passed the presidency
through constitutional process, not inheritance or revolution. In the musical
Hamilton, King George Il expresses his surprise that Washington voluntarily
would step down from power: "l wasn't aware that was something a person
could do." Adams’s inaugural remarks praised Washington’s example and
pledged fidelity to the rule of law. This moment affirmed that institutions, not
personalities, safeguard liberty, a cornerstone of civic life.
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Alien and Sedition Acts (June-July 1798)

Passed during tensions with France, the Alien and Sedition Acts
expanded executive power to detain non-citizens and criminalized
criticism of the government. While intended to preserve stability, these
laws sparked national debate about the limits of free speech and dissent.
Civic leaders like Jefferson and Madison condemned the Acts as
violations of the First Amendment, inspiring the Virginia and Kentucky
Resolutions. The controversy became a formative lesson in the tension
between security and liberty, a debate that continues to define American
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Founding of West Point (Established as a Fort in 1799)

The U.S. Army established a permanent post at West Point, New York, in
1799, a site chosen by Washington himself during the Revolution. Two
years later, it became the U.S. Military Academy. West Point’s founding
symbolized the professionalization of American defense under civilian
command. It represented a profound civic evolution: from volunteer
militias to a disciplined institution dedicated to service, merit, and
national unity. West Point reflected the republican belief that military
power must serve, not rule, the state. It trained citizen-soldiers bound by
‘:':" 250 to 250 | 250 Days for 250 Years: duty, honor, and the Constitution.
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The “Revolution of 1800" - Election of Jefferson

The presidential election of 1800 resulted in the first peaceful transfer of
power between opposing political parties. Thomas Jefferson’s victory over
John Adams, following intense partisan conflict, proved that the American
experiment could survive bitter division. Jefferson later wrote that this
transition was “as real a revolution in the principles of our government as that
of 1776 was in its form.” It became the supreme civic test of the Constitution,
demonstrating that ballots, not bullets, would determine power in the United
States.
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