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CIVICOSPIRIT

The Covenant Foundation Awards Civic Spirit
a Three-Year Signature Grant

The Covenant Foundation

Civic Spirit has been awarded the prestigious three-year Signature Grant from
The Covenant Foundation to launch Building Civic Bridges, a national
initiative designed to foster sustained civic partnerships among faith-based high
schools.

Civic Spirit provides training and resources in civic education to Jewish,
Catholic, and Christian day schools, preparing the next generation to become
informed and engaged members of American society. Our approach enriches
civic knowledge, cultivates civic skills, and nurtures civic attitudes. Since its
founding in 2018, Civic Spirit has worked with more than 200 faith-based
schools nationwide by training educators through its Educators Cohort
fellowship, convening student learning experiences such as Civic Spirit Day,
and supporting school-based Civic Spirit Clubs focused on local civic
engagement.

“At a moment of deep polarization, young people need sustained, guided
opportunities to build relationships and work together across difference,” said
Rabbi Charles E. Savenor, Executive Director of Civic Spirit. “As our nation
approaches its 250th anniversary, Building Civic Bridges reflects our belief that
democracy is renewed when students learn to listen deeply, collaborate across
lines of identity, and address shared civic challenges.”
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While faith-based schools play a critical role in shaping students’ values and
identities, students often have limited access to sustained engagement with
peers from other backgrounds. Research shows that well-supported encounters
across difference can reduce prejudice, build empathy, and strengthen
essential civic skills.

Led by Yael Steiner, Civic Spirit's Senior Director of Programs, the initiative will
launch with a first cohort of six schools and expand to ten additional schools in
a second cohort. Educators will participate in a multi-day summer seminar,
receive ongoing coaching, and join a virtual community of practice. With this
support, they will guide students through four to six cross-school sessions
focused on dialogue, relationship-building, and collaborative civic design
challenges.

Through Building Civic Bridges, students will strengthen skills such as
perspective-taking, dialogue, and collaboration across difference. Educators will
deepen their capacity to integrate civic learning into faith-based education, and
schools will advance their missions to prepare students for responsible
participation in a diverse society. Over time, the initiative aims to establish a
replicable, scalable model for civic bridge-building, strengthening democracy by
investing in educators and empowering students to lead with empathy,
responsibility, and hope.

Civic education has never been more important than it is today. The Covenant
Foundation’s support affirms both the impact of Civic Spirit's work and the
promise of Building Civic Bridges to strengthen American society and the future
leadership of American democracy.

To learn more, readers are invited to view The Covenant Foundation’s official

announcement, which features the full list of grant recipients and project descriptions.
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Interested in Supporting Our Work?

Copyright © 2026 Civic Spirit, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

= |NTUIT

Q é mailchimp



http://www.twitter.com/civic_spirit
http://www.twitter.com/civic_spirit
https://www.facebook.com/CivicSpiritTogether
https://www.facebook.com/CivicSpiritTogether
http://instagram.com/civicspirit/
http://instagram.com/civicspirit/
https://mailchi.mp/civicspirit.org/civicspirit.org
https://mailchi.mp/civicspirit.org/civicspirit.org
https://civicspirit.us19.list-manage.com/profile?u=d85a96a2a07e1821162119cf2&id=c558d3b59a&e=[UNIQID]&c=cca173af95
https://civicspirit.us19.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d85a96a2a07e1821162119cf2&id=c558d3b59a&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=cca173af95
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=d85a96a2a07e1821162119cf2
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=d85a96a2a07e1821162119cf2
https://give.hillel.org/give/551355/#!/donation/checkout

