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Jewish Day School Educators Launch America@250 Initiative with Civic Spirit and The
Jewish Education Project

Feb. 19, 2026 — Jewish day school educators from across the New York area gathered on
February 5 for “Marking America@250: Exploring Jewish-American Identity,” a daylong
convening designed to help schools prepare for the United States’ upcoming 250th anniversary.
Hosted by Civic Spirit in partnership withThe Jewish Education Project, the conference was
designed by Civic Spirit’s Senior Director of Education and Innovation, Audi Hecht, and
co-directed with Gary Pretsfelder of TJEP.

The initiative aims to equip Jewish day school educators with the knowledge, frameworks, and
practical tools to help students explore Jewish-American identity, civic belonging, and
democratic responsibility in advance of the nation’s 250th anniversary.

Throughout the day, participants examined how Jewish day schools can thoughtfully engage
students with the American Jewish experience at this historic moment. Sessions explored
enduring questions of identity, belonging, civic responsibility, and the evolving story of Jewish
life in the United States.

Workshops led by Dr. Jonathan Krasner of Brandeis University, Dr. Laura Shaw Frank of the
American Jewish Committee, and Audi Hecht invited educators to consider how history, values,
and contemporary realities shape Jewish-American identity today. A panel conversation
moderated by Rabbi Charles E. Savenor, Executive Director of Civic Spirit, brought together
Hindy Poupko (UJA-Federation of New York), Aaron Dorfman (A More Perfect Union), and Dr.
Laura Shaw Frank to address the opportunities and challenges facing the Jewish American
community at this historic moment in American civic life.

In the afternoon, educators moved from ideas to action. During an interactive design workshop
led by Yael Steiner, Senior Director of Programs at Civic Spirit, participants began crafting
school-based Yom lyun (Day of Learning) programs that they will implement this spring in honor
of America’s 250th. The convening concluded with a keynote dinner conversation between
Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove and Audi Hecht, reflecting on Jewish identity, civic responsibility, and the
call to live purposeful Jewish lives in a democratic society.

One participant reflected on the importance of the work: “Attending the conference brought to
the forefront an issue that often goes unnoticed; that our children do not know their very own
history in the very land in which they reside. | understand that giving over civic virtues and other
important pieces of our history in America is part of cultivating students who are deeply
appreciative of their lives and aware of the background that allowed them to live freely here
today.”



The February gathering launches an ongoing cohort experience that includes continued
collaboration, in-school follow-up support, and student-led Days of Learning in the months
ahead.

Photos from the conference can be viewed on Civic Spirit's Facebook page.

About Civic Spirit

Civic Spirit is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to strengthening civic education in
faith-based K—12 schools across the United States. Through professional development for
educators, experiential learning opportunities for students, and public programming, Civic Spirit
helps schools and communities foster civic knowledge, civic skills, and civic attitudes rooted in
America’s democratic values.

About The Jewish Education Project

The Jewish Education Project is a leading national organization transforming Jewish and Israel
education, innovating bold new models, and strengthening Jewish identity. With an expert staff,
the organization provides best-in-class professional development and resources for educators in
early childhood centers, congregations, day schools and yeshivot, youth programs, secular
schools, and emerging spaces.
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