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Follow the “250 to 250 Campaign” on Civic Spirit’s socials! @civicspirit /CivicSpiritTogether

From October 27, 2025 through July 4, 2026, Civic Spirit will be posting a
day-by-day journey through every year of American history. From the

Declaration of Independence in 1776 to the Semiquincentennial, each post
will spotlight a defining moment, person, or civic idea from that year,

revealing how our nation’s story has unfolded and how its founding ideals
continue to shape, inform, and inspire our country today. Sponsored by Linda

Savenor in the memory of her late husband, Joseph Savenor.
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1901 🇺🇸

The Assassination of President McKinley (1901)
In September 1901, President #WilliamMcKinley was assassinated in
Buffalo, New York, after being shot by an anarchist at the Pan-American
Exposition. His death brought Vice President Theodore Roosevelt to the
presidency at age 42, making him the youngest president in U.S. history
at the time. Roosevelt’s leadership marked the beginning of the
Progressive Era at the national level, emphasizing trust-busting,
conservation, and a more active federal government. The transition
underscored constitutional processes for presidential succession and the
resilience of American democratic institutions. One interesting historical
coincidence: Robert Todd Lincoln, President Lincoln's son, was in close
proximity of his father's murder in 1865, at the same train station feet
away from President Garfield when he was shot in 1881, and he arrived
in Buffalo minutes after McKinley fell.
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1902 🇺🇸

The Anthracite Coal Strike (1902)
In 1902, more than 140,000 coal miners went on strike in Pennsylvania,
demanding better wages, shorter hours, and safer working conditions. The
strike threatened to disrupt heating supplies nationwide as winter
approached. President Theodore Roosevelt intervened, not by siding
automatically with business interests as many predecessors had, but by
urging arbitration between labor and management. The eventual compromise
marked a turning point in federal involvement in labor disputes and reflected
evolving expectations about the government’s role in balancing economic
power and public welfare.
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1903 🇺🇸

Wright Brothers’ First Powered Flight (December 17, 1903)
On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first powered,
sustained, and controlled heavier-than-air flight at Kill Devil Hills near Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina. The first flight lasted 12 seconds and traveled 120 feet, a
small distance that opened a new era.  This breakthrough quickly became more
than a technical achievement, it reshaped national imagination about progress
and possibility. It accelerated debates about public investment, military
innovation, and the civic responsibilities that come with powerful new
technologies. The moment also highlights how democratic societies are
transformed not only by laws and elections, but by inventions and scientific
achievements that change how people live and connect. The Wrights’ success
helped position the United States as an emerging leader in modern engineering
and applied science.
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1904 🇺🇸

Expansion of Public Education and Normal Schools
By 1879, states across the country were expanding public normal schools,
institutions dedicated to the professional training of teachers as a foundation of
democratic life. For example, Illinois State Normal University and Michigan State
Normal School both increased enrollment and standardized teacher preparation
in the late 1870s. These schools emphasized literacy, civic responsibility, and
moral instruction, reflecting a growing belief that self-government depends on an
educated citizenry. Even as political rights narrowed in other arenas, investment
in public education endured as a shared civic commitment. The expansion of
normal schools reinforced the principle that democracy is sustained not only
through elections, but through long-term cultivation of civic knowledge and
capacity.
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1905 🇺🇸

Niagara Movement Founded (July 1905)
In July 1905, W.E.B. Du Bois and William Monroe Trotter helped convene the
meeting that launched the Niagara Movement, a civil rights organization demanding
full political and civil equality. The first gathering was held in Fort Erie, Ontario,
after organizers shifted plans from the U.S. side to avoid disruption. The movement
directly challenged segregation and disenfranchisement, rejecting gradual
accommodation without voting rights. Civically, it modeled organized democratic
dissent, using declarations, meetings, and public advocacy to redefine the meaning
of citizenship. Although short-lived, it served as a key forerunner to later civil rights
organizing, including the NAACP’s early leadership networks.
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1906 🇺🇸

The Federal Meat Inspection Act of 1906 
Upton Sinclair's exposé of the meatpacking industry in The Jungle, with its
horrifying descriptions of unsanitary and dangerous conditions in Chicago's
meatpacking plants, stirred public outrage and sparked a call to action.  President
Theodore Roosevelt ordered a federal investigation, which confirmed Sinclair’s
claims.  Roosevelt used the findings to pressure Congress to pass the Meat
Inspection Act in 1906 -- a landmark reform aimed at protecting consumers from
unsafe products.  Along with the Pure Food and Drug Act, passed the same year,
this Progressive Era legislation represents the expansion of the founding ideal of
the 'general welfare' to include safeguarding public health.  Through a combination
of investigative journalism, public engagement, and legislative action, Americans
demonstrated that governments in a democratic society are obligated to respond
to their citizens' demands and rein in powerful interests to protect the common
good.  The Meat Inspection Act illustrates the evolving relationship between
government and the people in the modern age. (Submitted by Dr. Victoria Allen of
North Shore Hebrew Academy, 2023-24 Educators Cohort Participant, Civic Spirit
Coach)
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1907 🇺🇸

Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan (1907)
In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt negotiated what became known as the
Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan. Under the informal arrangement, Japan
agreed to restrict the issuance of passports to laborers emigrating to the United
States, while the U.S. pledged to end formal segregation of Japanese students in
San Francisco schools. The agreement followed rising anti-Asian sentiment and
local school segregation policies in California. It reflected the federal government’s
effort to manage immigration tensions through diplomacy rather than explicit
exclusion laws. At the same time, it revealed how race and citizenship were central
to debates over belonging in American civic life. The episode highlighted the
growing role of executive diplomacy in shaping immigration policy and domestic
civil rights.
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1908 🇺🇸

Ford Model T Introduced (1908)
In October 1908, Henry Ford introduced the Model T automobile, designed
for affordability and mass production. Though primarily an industrial
milestone, the Model T reshaped patterns of mobility, work, and community
life. Greater access to transportation expanded economic opportunity and
geographic participation in civic life. The automobile accelerated urban
planning changes and infrastructure development nationwide. It also
introduced new regulatory responsibilities related to safety and public roads.
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1909 🇺🇸

Payne–Aldrich Tariff Act (1909)
In 1909, Congress passed the Payne–Aldrich Tariff Act, intended to revise
protective tariffs. Many Progressives believed the law failed to meaningfully
reduce rates, leading to significant political backlash. The controversy exposed
divisions within the Republican Party over reform and economic fairness.
Public debate over tariffs reflected broader concerns about corporate power
and consumer interests. The episode reshaped political alignments heading
into the 1912 election cycle. It demonstrated how economic policy debates
can redefine party coalitions and democratic accountability.
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1910 🇺🇸

The Completion of the Washington Monument (1885)
In 1885, the Washington Monument was completed in Washington, D.C., after
decades of interrupted construction. Built to honor George Washington, the
nation’s first president, the monument became the tallest structure in the
world at the time and a powerful symbol of national unity and memory. Its
long, delayed construction reflected the political divisions and challenges of
the mid-19th century, including the Civil War, while its completion signaled a
renewed commitment to honoring shared civic ideals and the nation’s founding
leadership.
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1911 🇺🇸

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911)
On March 25, 1911, a fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City
killed 146 workers, most of them young immigrant women. Locked doors and
unsafe conditions prevented many from escaping, shocking the nation. Public
outrage led to sweeping labor reforms in New York, including stronger fire safety
codes, workplace regulations, and expanded inspections. The tragedy also
energized the labor movement, including the International Ladies' Garment
Workers' Union. The fire became a defining moment in Progressive Era reform,
showing how civic action and public demand can drive meaningful legislative
change.
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1912 🇺🇸

Presidential Election of 1912
In 1912, Americans witnessed an extraordinary four-way presidential race that
permanently altered the nation’s political landscape. Former President
Theodore Roosevelt split from the Republican Party after losing its nomination
to incumbent William Howard Taft and launched the Progressive (“Bull
Moose”) Party. Democrat Woodrow Wilson capitalized on the divided
Republican vote and won the presidency with just 42% of the popular vote.
Socialist candidate Eugene V. Debs also earned nearly a million votes,
reflecting growing labor and reform movements. The election marked a high
point of the Progressive Era and ushered in significant reforms, including
banking restructuring, tariff reduction, and antitrust legislation under Wilson’s
administration.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 138 of 250
1913 🇺🇸

The Ratification of the 16th and 17th Amendment to the United States
Constitution
In 1913, two transformative constitutional amendments reshaped American
government and democracy. The Sixteenth Amendment authorized a federal
income tax, providing a stable source of revenue that reduced reliance on tariffs
and allowed for expanded federal programs. Shortly afterward, the Seventeenth
Amendment established the direct election of U.S. Senators by voters, replacing
their previous selection by state legislatures. Reformers argued this would curb
corruption and increase accountability to the public. Together, these
Progressive Era measures strengthened federal authority while expanding
democratic participation in national politics.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 139 of 250
1914 🇺🇸

President Woodrow Wilson Declares U.S. Neutrality (1914)
On August 4, 1914, as war erupted across Europe following the assassination
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the mobilization of the great powers,
President Woodrow Wilson formally proclaimed the neutrality of the United
States. He urged Americans to remain “impartial in thought as well as in
action,” hoping to keep the nation out of a devastating overseas conflict.
Despite this stance, strong economic ties to the Allied powers and Germany’s
use of unrestricted submarine warfare strained neutrality in the years that
followed. By 1917, repeated attacks on American shipping and diplomatic
tensions would push the United States to enter World War I, marking a
decisive turning point in the nation’s role on the global stage.

https://www.instagram.com/civicspirit/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/CivicSpiritTogether


Follow the “250 to 250 Campaign” on Civic Spirit’s socials! @civicspirit /CivicSpiritTogether

AAMM
EERRIICCAAAM
ERICA

22 55 002 5 0
250 to 250 Campaign250 to 250 Campaign

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 140 of 250
1915 🇺🇸

The Sinking of the Lusitania (1915)
On May 7, 1915, the British passenger liner RMS Lusitania was sunk by a
German U-boat during World War I, killing nearly 1,200 people,
including 128 Americans. The attack shocked the United States and drew
widespread public attention to the dangers of the growing conflict
overseas. The tragedy sparked intense civic debate about neutrality,
national responsibility, and the role of citizens in shaping foreign policy.
Newspapers, public forums, and political leaders engaged Americans in
conversations about international engagement, demonstrating how global
events can influence democratic participation and public opinion at
home.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 141 of 250
1916 🇺🇸

On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the Organic Act which
created the National Park Service – an act of preservation and democracy. It
brought all existing national parks, monuments, and reservations and all future
ones under one umbrella within the Department of the Interior. The purpose
of which was to “to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects
and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such
manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generations." As the Roosevelt Arch at Yellowstone proclaims, our
national parks are “For the benefit and enjoyment of the people.” Visiting our
national parks and monuments has brought generations of Americans together
from diverse backgrounds and allowed all to explore the beauty and history of
our land from sea to shining sea. (Submitted by Melinda Goodwin of The
Weber School, 2022-23 Educators Cohort Participant, Civic Spirit Coach)

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 142 of 250
1917 🇺🇸

The United States Enters World War I (1917)
After years of neutrality, the United States entered World War I in April 1917
following increased tensions with Germany, including unrestricted submarine
warfare and the Zimmermann Telegram. Congress approved President
Woodrow Wilson’s request for a declaration of war, mobilizing the nation for a
global conflict. The war effort expanded the role of the federal government in
American life and prompted nationwide civic participation through military
service, war production, and public campaigns, raising enduring questions
about patriotism, dissent, and the responsibilities of citizenship.
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1918 🇺🇸

The End of World War I and the Origins of Veterans Day (1918)
On November 11, 1918, an armistice ended World War I after more than four
years of conflict. Millions of Americans had served in the military or supported
the war effort at home, shaping a new sense of national service and civic
responsibility. The following year, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the
first Armistice Day to honor those who had served. After World War II, the
observance expanded, and in 1954 the United States officially renamed
November 11 Veterans Day to honor veterans of all American wars, while many
Commonwealth nations observe the day as Remembrance Day.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 144 of 250
1919 🇺🇸

The 18th Amendment and the Era of Prohibition (1919)
In 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was
ratified, prohibiting the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic
beverages in the United States. The amendment reflected decades of advocacy
by temperance reformers who believed banning alcohol would strengthen
families, reduce crime, and improve public morality. Prohibition marked a
significant expansion of federal authority into everyday life and demonstrated
how organized civic movements could shape national policy through
constitutional change. At the same time, the amendment sparked debate about
personal freedom, law enforcement, and the limits of government, questions that
would continue to influence American civic life throughout the twentieth century.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 145 of 250
1920 🇺🇸

The Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution is Ratified (1920)
The ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution
in 1920 marked a major expansion of American democracy by granting women
the constitutional right to vote. It was the result of decades of activism by the
Women's suffrage movement, which argued that political equality was a natural
extension of the principles expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the
United States Constitution. Activists such as Alice Paul organized protests and
demonstrations, including picketing the White House, to pressure the
government to support women’s voting rights. By recognizing women as full
participants in the political system, the amendment built on America’s founding
ideals of liberty, representation, and government by consent. Although voting
rights struggles continued for many groups, the amendment represented a
significant step toward a more inclusive democracy.
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1921 🇺🇸

The Sheppard-Towner Act Expands Public Health (1921)
In 1921, Congress passed the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy Act,
providing federal funding to support maternal and infant health programs across
the country. The law helped states establish clinics, improve prenatal and child
health education, and expand access to nurses and medical guidance for mothers
and babies. The act marked a major step in the growing role of the federal
government in public health and social welfare. It reflected Progressive Era reform
efforts and showed how civic advocacy (especially by women reformers after the
expansion of suffrage) could influence national policy in ways that directly affected
everyday American life.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 147 of 1897
1922 🇺🇸

The Lincoln Memorial Is Dedicated 
In 1922, the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., was officially dedicated,
honoring Abraham Lincoln and his leadership during the Civil War. Designed
as a grand national monument, the memorial quickly became a powerful
symbol of unity, freedom, and the ongoing pursuit of equality in the United
States. Over time, the site has also served as a gathering place for civic
expression and national reflection. From public ceremonies to historic
speeches and demonstrations, the Lincoln Memorial has come to embody the
role of public spaces in American democracy and the continuing effort to
realize the ideals Lincoln championed.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 148 of 250
1923 🇺🇸

Calvin Coolidge Becomes President (1923)
On August 3, 1923, Vice President Calvin Coolidge was sworn in as president
following the sudden death of Warren G. Harding. Taking the oath at his family
home in Vermont, Coolidge’s transition to leadership demonstrated the
strength and continuity of constitutional processes. His succession
underscored the stability of American democracy, showing how the
Constitution ensures orderly transfers of power even in moments of
uncertainty.
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1924 🇺🇸

The Indian Citizenship Act Expands Citizenship (1924)
In 1924, Congress passed the Indian Citizenship Act, granting U.S. citizenship
to all Native Americans born in the United States. While many Native Americans
still faced barriers to voting at the state level, the law marked a significant step
in expanding legal recognition and national belonging. The act highlighted both
progress and limitation in American civic life, reflecting the ongoing effort to
define citizenship and ensure equal access to democratic participation.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 150 of 250
1925 🇺🇸

The Scopes “Monkey” Trial (1925)
In 1925, high school teacher John T. Scopes was put on trial in Dayton for
teaching evolution in violation of state law. The case became a national
spectacle, with prominent figures like Clarence Darrow and William Jennings
Bryan debating the relationship between science, religion, and education.
Broadcast over radio and widely covered in the press, the trial brought these
debates into homes across the country. Beyond the courtroom, the trial raised
enduring civic questions about academic freedom, the role of public schools,
and how democratic societies navigate conflicts over values, knowledge, and
public policy.
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	Wright Brothers’ First Powered Flight (December 17, 1903) On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first powered, sustained, and controlled heavier-than-air flight at Kill Devil Hills near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The first flight lasted 12 seconds and traveled 120 feet, a small distance that opened a new era.  This breakthrough quickly became more than a technical achievement, it reshaped national imagination about progress and possibility. It accelerated debates about public investment, military innovation, and the civic responsibilities that come with powerful new technologies. The moment also highlights how democratic societies are transformed not only by laws and elections, but by inventions and scientific achievements that change how people live and connect. The Wrights’ success helped position the United States as an emerging leader in modern engineering and applied science.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 129 of 250 1904 🇺🇸
	Expansion of Public Education and Normal Schools By 1879, states across the country were expanding public normal schools, institutions dedicated to the professional training of teachers as a foundation of democratic life. For example, Illinois State Normal University and Michigan State Normal School both increased enrollment and standardized teacher preparation in the late 1870s. These schools emphasized literacy, civic responsibility, and moral instruction, reflecting a growing belief that self-government depends on an educated citizenry. Even as political rights narrowed in other arenas, investment in public education endured as a shared civic commitment. The expansion of normal schools reinforced the principle that democracy is sustained not only through elections, but through long-term cultivation of civic knowledge and capacity.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 130 of 250 1905 🇺🇸
	Niagara Movement Founded (July 1905) In July 1905, W.E.B. Du Bois and William Monroe Trotter helped convene the meeting that launched the Niagara Movement, a civil rights organization demanding full political and civil equality. The first gathering was held in Fort Erie, Ontario, after organizers shifted plans from the U.S. side to avoid disruption. The movement directly challenged segregation and disenfranchisement, rejecting gradual accommodation without voting rights. Civically, it modeled organized democratic dissent, using declarations, meetings, and public advocacy to redefine the meaning of citizenship. Although short-lived, it served as a key forerunner to later civil rights organizing, including the NAACP’s early leadership networks.
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	The Federal Meat Inspection Act of 1906  Upton Sinclair's exposé of the meatpacking industry in The Jungle, with its horrifying descriptions of unsanitary and dangerous conditions in Chicago's meatpacking plants, stirred public outrage and sparked a call to action.  President Theodore Roosevelt ordered a federal investigation, which confirmed Sinclair’s claims.  Roosevelt used the findings to pressure Congress to pass the Meat Inspection Act in 1906 -- a landmark reform aimed at protecting consumers from unsafe products.  Along with the Pure Food and Drug Act, passed the same year, this Progressive Era legislation represents the expansion of the founding ideal of the 'general welfare' to include safeguarding public health.  Through a combination of investigative journalism, public engagement, and legislative action, Americans demonstrated that governments in a democratic society are obligated to respond to their citizens' demands and rein in powerful interests to protect the common good.  The Meat Inspection Act illustrates the evolving relationship between government and the people in the modern age. (Submitted by Dr. Victoria Allen of North Shore Hebrew Academy, 2023-24 Educators Cohort Participant, Civic Spirit Coach)
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	Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan (1907) In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt negotiated what became known as the Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan. Under the informal arrangement, Japan agreed to restrict the issuance of passports to laborers emigrating to the United States, while the U.S. pledged to end formal segregation of Japanese students in San Francisco schools. The agreement followed rising anti-Asian sentiment and local school segregation policies in California. It reflected the federal government’s effort to manage immigration tensions through diplomacy rather than explicit exclusion laws. At the same time, it revealed how race and citizenship were central to debates over belonging in American civic life. The episode highlighted the growing role of executive diplomacy in shaping immigration policy and domestic civil rights.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 133 of 250 1908 🇺🇸
	Ford Model T Introduced (1908) In October 1908, Henry Ford introduced the Model T automobile, designed for affordability and mass production. Though primarily an industrial milestone, the Model T reshaped patterns of mobility, work, and community life. Greater access to transportation expanded economic opportunity and geographic participation in civic life. The automobile accelerated urban planning changes and infrastructure development nationwide. It also introduced new regulatory responsibilities related to safety and public roads.
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	Payne–Aldrich Tariff Act (1909) In 1909, Congress passed the Payne–Aldrich Tariff Act, intended to revise protective tariffs. Many Progressives believed the law failed to meaningfully reduce rates, leading to significant political backlash. The controversy exposed divisions within the Republican Party over reform and economic fairness. Public debate over tariffs reflected broader concerns about corporate power and consumer interests. The episode reshaped political alignments heading into the 1912 election cycle. It demonstrated how economic policy debates can redefine party coalitions and democratic accountability.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 135 of 250 1910 🇺🇸
	The Completion of the Washington Monument (1885) In 1885, the Washington Monument was completed in Washington, D.C., after decades of interrupted construction. Built to honor George Washington, the nation’s first president, the monument became the tallest structure in the world at the time and a powerful symbol of national unity and memory. Its long, delayed construction reflected the political divisions and challenges of the mid-19th century, including the Civil War, while its completion signaled a renewed commitment to honoring shared civic ideals and the nation’s founding leadership.
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	The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (1911) On March 25, 1911, a fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City killed 146 workers, most of them young immigrant women. Locked doors and unsafe conditions prevented many from escaping, shocking the nation. Public outrage led to sweeping labor reforms in New York, including stronger fire safety codes, workplace regulations, and expanded inspections. The tragedy also energized the labor movement, including the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union. The fire became a defining moment in Progressive Era reform, showing how civic action and public demand can drive meaningful legislative change.

	Follow the “250 to 250 Campaign” on Civic Spirit’s socials!
	@civicspirit
	/CivicSpiritTogether
	250

	250 to 250 Campaign
	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 137 of 250 1912 🇺🇸
	Presidential Election of 1912 In 1912, Americans witnessed an extraordinary four-way presidential race that permanently altered the nation’s political landscape. Former President Theodore Roosevelt split from the Republican Party after losing its nomination to incumbent William Howard Taft and launched the Progressive (“Bull Moose”) Party. Democrat Woodrow Wilson capitalized on the divided Republican vote and won the presidency with just 42% of the popular vote. Socialist candidate Eugene V. Debs also earned nearly a million votes, reflecting growing labor and reform movements. The election marked a high point of the Progressive Era and ushered in significant reforms, including banking restructuring, tariff reduction, and antitrust legislation under Wilson’s administration.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 138 of 250 1913 🇺🇸
	The Ratification of the 16th and 17th Amendment to the United States Constitution In 1913, two transformative constitutional amendments reshaped American government and democracy. The Sixteenth Amendment authorized a federal income tax, providing a stable source of revenue that reduced reliance on tariffs and allowed for expanded federal programs. Shortly afterward, the Seventeenth Amendment established the direct election of U.S. Senators by voters, replacing their previous selection by state legislatures. Reformers argued this would curb corruption and increase accountability to the public. Together, these Progressive Era measures strengthened federal authority while expanding democratic participation in national politics.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 139 of 250 1914 🇺🇸
	President Woodrow Wilson Declares U.S. Neutrality (1914) On August 4, 1914, as war erupted across Europe following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the mobilization of the great powers, President Woodrow Wilson formally proclaimed the neutrality of the United States. He urged Americans to remain “impartial in thought as well as in action,” hoping to keep the nation out of a devastating overseas conflict. Despite this stance, strong economic ties to the Allied powers and Germany’s use of unrestricted submarine warfare strained neutrality in the years that followed. By 1917, repeated attacks on American shipping and diplomatic tensions would push the United States to enter World War I, marking a decisive turning point in the nation’s role on the global stage.
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	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 140 of 250 1915 🇺🇸
	The Sinking of the Lusitania (1915) On May 7, 1915, the British passenger liner RMS Lusitania was sunk by a German U-boat during World War I, killing nearly 1,200 people, including 128 Americans. The attack shocked the United States and drew widespread public attention to the dangers of the growing conflict overseas. The tragedy sparked intense civic debate about neutrality, national responsibility, and the role of citizens in shaping foreign policy. Newspapers, public forums, and political leaders engaged Americans in conversations about international engagement, demonstrating how global events can influence democratic participation and public opinion at home.
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	On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the Organic Act which created the National Park Service – an act of preservation and democracy. It brought all existing national parks, monuments, and reservations and all future ones under one umbrella within the Department of the Interior. The purpose of which was to “to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." As the Roosevelt Arch at Yellowstone proclaims, our national parks are “For the benefit and enjoyment of the people.” Visiting our national parks and monuments has brought generations of Americans together from diverse backgrounds and allowed all to explore the beauty and history of our land from sea to shining sea. (Submitted by Melinda Goodwin of The Weber School, 2022-23 Educators Cohort Participant, Civic Spirit Coach)
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	The United States Enters World War I (1917) After years of neutrality, the United States entered World War I in April 1917 following increased tensions with Germany, including unrestricted submarine warfare and the Zimmermann Telegram. Congress approved President Woodrow Wilson’s request for a declaration of war, mobilizing the nation for a global conflict. The war effort expanded the role of the federal government in American life and prompted nationwide civic participation through military service, war production, and public campaigns, raising enduring questions about patriotism, dissent, and the responsibilities of citizenship.
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	The End of World War I and the Origins of Veterans Day (1918) On November 11, 1918, an armistice ended World War I after more than four years of conflict. Millions of Americans had served in the military or supported the war effort at home, shaping a new sense of national service and civic responsibility. The following year, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the first Armistice Day to honor those who had served. After World War II, the observance expanded, and in 1954 the United States officially renamed November 11 Veterans Day to honor veterans of all American wars, while many Commonwealth nations observe the day as Remembrance Day.
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	The 18th Amendment and the Era of Prohibition (1919) In 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified, prohibiting the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages in the United States. The amendment reflected decades of advocacy by temperance reformers who believed banning alcohol would strengthen families, reduce crime, and improve public morality. Prohibition marked a significant expansion of federal authority into everyday life and demonstrated how organized civic movements could shape national policy through constitutional change. At the same time, the amendment sparked debate about personal freedom, law enforcement, and the limits of government, questions that would continue to influence American civic life throughout the twentieth century.
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	The Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution is Ratified (1920) The ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1920 marked a major expansion of American democracy by granting women the constitutional right to vote. It was the result of decades of activism by the Women's suffrage movement, which argued that political equality was a natural extension of the principles expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. Activists such as Alice Paul organized protests and demonstrations, including picketing the White House, to pressure the government to support women’s voting rights. By recognizing women as full participants in the political system, the amendment built on America’s founding ideals of liberty, representation, and government by consent. Although voting rights struggles continued for many groups, the amendment represented a significant step toward a more inclusive democracy.
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	The Sheppard-Towner Act Expands Public Health (1921) In 1921, Congress passed the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy Act, providing federal funding to support maternal and infant health programs across the country. The law helped states establish clinics, improve prenatal and child health education, and expand access to nurses and medical guidance for mothers and babies. The act marked a major step in the growing role of the federal government in public health and social welfare. It reflected Progressive Era reform efforts and showed how civic advocacy (especially by women reformers after the expansion of suffrage) could influence national policy in ways that directly affected everyday American life.
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	The Lincoln Memorial Is Dedicated  In 1922, the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., was officially dedicated, honoring Abraham Lincoln and his leadership during the Civil War. Designed as a grand national monument, the memorial quickly became a powerful symbol of unity, freedom, and the ongoing pursuit of equality in the United States. Over time, the site has also served as a gathering place for civic expression and national reflection. From public ceremonies to historic speeches and demonstrations, the Lincoln Memorial has come to embody the role of public spaces in American democracy and the continuing effort to realize the ideals Lincoln championed.
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	Calvin Coolidge Becomes President (1923) On August 3, 1923, Vice President Calvin Coolidge was sworn in as president following the sudden death of Warren G. Harding. Taking the oath at his family home in Vermont, Coolidge’s transition to leadership demonstrated the strength and continuity of constitutional processes. His succession underscored the stability of American democracy, showing how the Constitution ensures orderly transfers of power even in moments of uncertainty.
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	The Indian Citizenship Act Expands Citizenship (1924) In 1924, Congress passed the Indian Citizenship Act, granting U.S. citizenship to all Native Americans born in the United States. While many Native Americans still faced barriers to voting at the state level, the law marked a significant step in expanding legal recognition and national belonging. The act highlighted both progress and limitation in American civic life, reflecting the ongoing effort to define citizenship and ensure equal access to democratic participation.
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	The Scopes “Monkey” Trial (1925) In 1925, high school teacher John T. Scopes was put on trial in Dayton for teaching evolution in violation of state law. The case became a national spectacle, with prominent figures like Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan debating the relationship between science, religion, and education. Broadcast over radio and widely covered in the press, the trial brought these debates into homes across the country. Beyond the courtroom, the trial raised enduring civic questions about academic freedom, the role of public schools, and how democratic societies navigate conflicts over values, knowledge, and public policy.
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