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High School Students Explore America’s Story at Civic Spirit Day 2026

On March 12, 75 students and educators from nine faith-based high schools gathered at The
New York Historical for High School Civic Spirit Day 2026. Hosted by Civic Spirit, the program
offered students an immersive opportunity to explore how America’s story is told and how young
people can help shape it as the nation approaches its 250th anniversary.

The day’s theme, “Telling America’s Story at 250,” invited students to reflect on the narratives,
artifacts, and civic ideals that define the American experience. Yael Steiner, Civic Spirit's Senior
Director of Programs, Rabbi Charles Savenor, Executive Director, opened the program,
welcoming participants and framing the day’s focus on civic storytelling and democratic
responsibility. Students then heard from Leah Charles-Edouard, Director of School Programs at
The New York Historical, who explored the role museums play in shaping civic life and
preserving the stories that inform national identity.

The morning centered on guided exhibit rotations throughout the museum, where students
examined how objects, images, and historical documents help narrate the American story.
Participants explored exhibitions including “Stirring the Melting Pot,” “Declaring the Revolution,”
and “Objects Tell Stories,” engaging with prompts that encouraged them to reflect on what
surprised them, what resonated with their own communities, and which artifacts captured their
attention most powerfully. By studying primary sources and historical interpretation, students
considered how history is curated and how civic memory is constructed.

Following the exhibit rotations, students gathered in small breakout groups to reflect on the
experience. In a personal artifact-sharing exercise, participants introduced an object,
photograph, or document from their home, family, or community that represented an important
part of their identity. These conversations helped students draw connections between their own
stories and the broader American narrative. Groups then discussed which artifacts from the
exhibits were most memorable, identifying moments of pride, celebration, struggle, and tension
within the historical record while reflecting on what Americans should understand as the nation
approaches its semiquincentennial.

The afternoon session challenged students to move from reflection to creation through
Designing Civic Experiences for America@250, a collaborative project in which students worked
in teams to design participatory civic initiatives honoring America’s upcoming 250th anniversary.
Drawing inspiration from the morning’s exhibits and their personal histories, each group
developed an interactive experience built around a central “anchor,” such as an artifact,
personal story, or creative medium. Students defined a target audience, designed participatory
elements for visitors, and created prototype displays that invited engagement and reflection.

During a gallery walk, students rotated between projects and voted for the experience they
believed would have the greatest civic impact. The winning initiative was later presented to the
full group during the program’s closing showcase.



Reflecting on the day, one student shared, “Having the opportunity to meet fellow students from
different backgrounds and schools while being able to discuss deep ideas was such an amazing
experience.” — Shira Dym, Yeshivat Frisch

Participating schools included: Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School (Brooklyn, NY), Hebrew
Academy of Nassau County High School (Uniondale, NY), Heichal HaTorah (Teaneck, NJ),
Loyola School (New York, NY), Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls (Teaneck, NJ),
Rambam Mesivta (Inwood, NY), SAR High School (Riverdale, Bronx), The Frisch School
(Paramus, NJ), and The Ramaz School (New York, NY).

The program concluded with closing reflections from Rabbi Robert Hirt, a founder of Civic Spirit,
and Rabbi Charles Savenor, who said: “As we approach America’s 250th anniversary, this
experience made clear that the stories we tell and the voices we remember today will shape the
country we become. These inspiring students are not just learning history, they are stepping into
responsibility for what comes next.”

Civic Spirit extends its gratitude to its partners at The New York Historical as well as the
educators, students, and supporters who participated in this meaningful day of civic learning
and reflection.

Photos from the program can be viewed on Civic Spirit's Facebook page here.

About Civic Spirit

Civic Spirit is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to strengthening civic education in
faith-based K—-12 schools across the United States. Through professional development for
educators, experiential learning opportunities for students, and public programming, Civic Spirit
helps schools and communities foster civic knowledge, civic skills, and civic attitudes rooted in
America’s democratic values.
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