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Middle School Students Witness Citizenship in Action at Civic Spirit Day 2026

On January 28, more than 100 middle school students from 13 faith-based schools gathered at
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York for Middle School Civic Spirit
Day 2026. Hosted by Civic Spirit in partnership with the Justice for All: Courts and Community
Initiative, the program offered students an immersive, firsthand encounter with the federal
judiciary and the meaning of American citizenship.

Students arrived prepared, having completed a pre-lesson on the Oath of Allegiance that
explored the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. The day’s centerpiece was observing a
naturalization ceremony in which 50 new citizens publicly took the oath. Witnessing this
milestone moment brought classroom learning to life, as students reflected on the
responsibilities of civic belonging and the values that underpin American democracy.

Throughout the program, students engaged deeply with the workings of the federal court
system. Judge Joseph F. Bianco offered an overview of the judiciary’s role in upholding the rule
of law, while Assistant U.S. Attorneys Anna Karamigios and Antoinette Rangel, alongside
Federal Defender Deirdre von Dornum, shared insights into prosecuting and defending federal
cases. Students also participated in a hands-on Cinderella mini-mock trial, stepping into
courtroom roles to better understand due process and the adversarial system.

Students participated in cross-school breakout groups to reflect on the naturalization ceremony
and craft personal Civic Pledges, articulating how they will contribute to their schools and
communities. By connecting the ideals of justice and citizenship to their own lives, Middle
School Civic Spirit Day provided a meaningful opportunity for students to learn, reflect, and
make tangible civic commitments.

“Civic Spirit Day was an amazing learning experience that | enjoyed wholeheartedly, and | will
never forget watching people become US citizens,” noted Maya Held, a student from The Leffell
School.

Participating schools included: Beit Rabban Day School (New York, NY), De La Salle Academy
(New York, NY), Hebrew Academy of Long Beach (Woodmere, NY), Immaculate Conception
Catholic Academy (Astoria, NY), Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy (Livingston, NJ), The Leffell
School (Hartsdale, NY), Luria Academy (Brooklyn, NY), Manhattan Day School (New York, NY),
Ramaz (New York, NY), St. Paul School (Salem, OH), SAR Academy (Bronx, NY), Yavneh
Academy (Paramus, NJ), and Yeshiva Har Torah (Bellerose, NY).

Rabbi Charles Savenor, Civic Spirit's Executive Director, reflected: “When young people see
institutions like the courthouse up close, when they meet leaders like Judge Bianco, when they
participate rather than merely observe, they begin to see themselves inside the story. Most
importantly, America’s story becomes their own.”



Civic Spirit extends its gratitude to its partners, educators, and students for joining in this special
day of civic learning.

Photos from the program can be viewed on Civic Spirit's Facebook page.

About Civic Spirit

Civic Spirit is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to strengthening civic education in
faith-based K—12 schools across the United States. Through professional development for
educators, experiential learning opportunities for students, and public programming, Civic Spirit
helps schools and communities foster civic knowledge, civic skills, and civic attitudes rooted in
America’s democratic values.
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