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From October 27, 2025 through July 4, 2026, Civic Spirit will be posting a
day-by-day journey through every year of American history. From the

Declaration of Independence in 1776 to the Semiquincentennial, each post
will spotlight a defining moment, person, or civic idea from that year,

revealing how our nation’s story has unfolded and how its founding ideals
continue to shape, inform, and inspire our country today. Sponsored by Linda

Savenor in the memory of her late husband, Joseph Savenor.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 176 of 250
1951 🇺🇸

Ratification of the 22nd Amendment (1951)
In 1951, the United States ratified the 22nd Amendment to the
Constitution, officially limiting presidents to two terms in office. This
change was largely a response to Franklin D. Roosevelt’s four terms as
president, which had broken long-standing tradition. The amendment
reflected a broader concern about balancing strong executive leadership
with the need to preserve democratic limits on power. It also reinforced
the principle that no individual should hold the presidency for an
extended period of time, shaping the structure of executive leadership in
the United States moving forward. 

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 177 of 250
1952 🇺🇸

McCarran-Walter Act (1952)
In 1952, the McCarran-Walter Act (Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952)
was passed, reshaping U.S. immigration and citizenship law during the early
Cold War. The law retained the existing national origins quota system, which
heavily favored immigrants from Northern and Western Europe, while
continuing to restrict immigration from other regions. It also strengthened
federal authority over immigration by adding new security measures that
allowed the government to exclude or deport individuals suspected of
subversive activities, reflecting widespread fears of communism during this
period. At the same time, the law formally eliminated racial restrictions on
naturalization, meaning that all racial groups could become U.S. citizens for
the first time under federal law. Despite this change, immigration remained
tightly controlled and shaped by Cold War concerns about national security.
The McCarran-Walter Act influenced U.S. immigration policy for decades
and reflected the tension between expanding legal inclusion and maintaining
restrictive entry policies.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 178 of 250
1953 🇺🇸

Discovery of DNA Structure (1953)
In 1953, James Watson and Francis Crick published their model of the double-
helix structure of DNA, a breakthrough that transformed scientific understanding
of heredity and genetic information. Their work demonstrated how DNA could
replicate and carry biological instructions, laying the foundation for modern
genetics and biotechnology. The discovery built on critical contributions from
Rosalind Franklin, whose X-ray diffraction images provided key evidence of DNA’s
helical structure, and Maurice Wilkins, whose research also helped reveal the
molecule’s form. It marked a major moment in American and global scientific
advancement during the 20th century.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 179 of 250
1954 🇺🇸

Supreme Court Rules in Landmark Case, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka
The Brown v. Board of Education ruling arose during an era when racial
segregation was enforced under the “separate but equal” doctrine established by
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). On May 17, 1954, Justice Earl Warren delivered a
unanimous decision declaring that “in the field of public education the doctrine of
‘separate but equal’ has no place,” as segregated schools are “inherently
unequal.” The Court ruled that such segregation deprived plaintiffs of equal
protection under the 14th Amendment and was unconstitutional. This decision
overturned decades of legalized discrimination and became a cornerstone of the
Civil Rights Movement, expanding educational access and advancing equality. As
John Marshall Harlan had argued in his Plessy dissent, “The arbitrary separation
of citizens, on the basis of race … is a badge of servitude wholly inconsistent with
the civil freedom and the equality before the law established by the Constitution.”
Brown affirmed constitutional equality and inspired civil rights reforms.
(Submitted by Juliet Barnes, Program Associate, Civic Spirit)
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 180 of 250
1955 🇺🇸

Start of the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955)
In 1955, the arrest of Rosa Parks for refusing to give up her seat on a segregated
bus in Montgomery sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Led by Martin Luther
King Jr., residents organized a year-long protest against segregation in public
transportation. The boycott demonstrated the power of collective, nonviolent action
and resulted in a Supreme Court ruling that segregation on public buses was
unconstitutional. It marked a pivotal moment in the modern Civil Rights Movement.
The movement showed how grassroots organizing could challenge unjust laws and
expand democratic participation.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 181 of 250
1956 🇺🇸

Federal-Aid Highway Act (1956)
In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act
which authorized the construction of the Interstate Highway System. The
legislation funded over 40,000 miles of highways and transformed transportation
across the United States. It improved national defense readiness, facilitated
commerce, and connected communities. The system reshaped patterns of
suburban growth and travel. The investment reflected a belief in infrastructure as a
foundation for economic opportunity and national unity.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 182 of 250
1957 🇺🇸

Little Rock Nine (1957)
In 1957, nine Black students known as the Little Rock Nine attempted to integrate
Little Rock Central High School following the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v.
Board of Education. Facing violent opposition, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
deployed federal troops to enforce integration and protect the students. The crisis
highlighted the federal government’s role in upholding constitutional rights when
states resisted. It became a defining test of the rule of law during the Civil Rights
Movement. The event underscored the ongoing struggle to realize equal protection
under the Constitution.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 183 of 250
1958 🇺🇸

Creation of NASA (1958)
In 1958, the United States established the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration in response to growing competition in space exploration.
Formed during the early years of the Cold War, NASA unified civilian space
efforts and accelerated scientific innovation. The agency would go on to lead
groundbreaking missions in spaceflight, research, and technology
development. Its creation marked the beginning of a new era of exploration
beyond Earth and reflected national investment in science, education, and
global leadership in discovery.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 184 of 250
1959 🇺🇸

Alaska and Hawaii Statehood (1959)
In 1959, the United States admitted two new states, Alaska and Hawaii,
marking a major expansion of the nation’s geographic and cultural landscape.
Alaska became the 49th state in January followed by Hawaii as the 50th state
in August. Their residents gained full representation in Congress and the rights
of statehood after long being governed as U.S. territories. Alaska’s admission
highlighted its strategic importance and vast natural resources while Hawaii’s
statehood reflected its unique cultural heritage and central role in the Pacific.
Together, these milestones highlighted the evolving identity of the United
States as a nation spanning the continent and extending across oceans while
expanding democratic participation to more of its people.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 185 of 250
1960 🇺🇸

First Televised Presidential Debate (1960)
In 1960, the United States held its first-ever televised presidential debate
between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. Broadcast to a national
audience. The debate marked a turning point in American politics and
highlighted the growing influence of television in shaping public perception.
Viewers were able to see and hear the candidates directly which placed a new
emphasis on image, communication, and presence. The debate demonstrated
how media advancements could transform democratic engagement. It set a
precedent for future campaigns and redefined how candidates connect with
voters to this day.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 186 of 250
1961 🇺🇸

Kennedy Launches the Space Race Vision (1961)
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy addressed Congress to propose an ambitious
national goal: landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to Earth before
the end of the decade. The speech came amid Cold War competition with the
Soviet Union, following early Soviet successes in space exploration. JFK framed
the effort not only as a strategic necessity, but as a test of national purpose and
democratic resolve. He later expanded this vision in his 1962 address at Rice
University, where he famously declared: "We set sail on this new sea because there
is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won
and used for the progress of all people. ... We choose to go to the moon in this
decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are
hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies
and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are
unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win". Together, these speeches
called for unprecedented federal investment in science, engineering, and
education. They also reflected a broader belief that technological achievement
could strengthen democratic leadership on the global stage. Kennedy’s vision
helped define the space race as both a scientific endeavor and a civic mission
rooted in ambition, innovation, and national unity.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 187 of 250
1962 🇺🇸

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)
In 1962, the United States and the Soviet Union confronted one of the most
dangerous moments of the Cold War during the Cuban Missile Crisis. After
discovering Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba, President John F. Kennedy
ordered a naval blockade and demanded their removal. For thirteen days, the
world stood on the brink of nuclear conflict. Diplomatic negotiations ultimately
led to the withdrawal of the missiles and a de-escalation of the crisis. The
Cuban Missile Crisis demonstrated the importance of leadership,
communication, and restraint in global affairs while also reshaping U.S. foreign
policy and efforts to manage nuclear risk.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 188 of 250
1963 🇺🇸

March on Washington & Assassination of John F. Kennedy (1963)
In 1963, the growing Civil Rights Movement reached a pivotal moment with the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom where more than 200,000 people
gathered in Washington to demand racial equality and economic justice. During
the march, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his iconic “I Have a Dream” speech
which captured the aspirations of a movement gaining national momentum.
Later that year, the nation was shaken by the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy in Dallas, marking a profound moment of national grief and
uncertainty. Both of these events reflected both the promise of progress and
the challenges facing the nation during a time of pivotal transformation.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 189 of 250
1964 🇺🇸

Civil Rights Act (1964)
In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 into
law which prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin. The legislation ended segregation in public places and banned
employment discrimination. It represented one of the most significant legal
victories of the Civil Rights Movement. The law also strengthened the federal
government’s ability to enforce civil rights protections. Its passage marked a
major step toward a more inclusive democracy and equal opportunity under
the law.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 190 of 250
1965 🇺🇸

Voting Rights Act (1965)
In 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, one of the most
consequential civil rights laws in American history. Signed by President
Lyndon B. Johnson, the law prohibited discriminatory voting practices
such as literacy tests and provided for federal oversight of elections in
jurisdictions with histories of disenfranchisement. The Act followed the
Selma to Montgomery marches and the violence of “Bloody Sunday,”
which galvanized national attention. In urging its passage, Johnson
declared before Congress, “We shall overcome.” The law significantly
increased voter registration and political participation among Black
Americans, particularly in the South. It marked a major expansion of
democratic inclusion and federal enforcement of constitutional rights.
The Voting Rights Act reshaped the political landscape and affirmed the
principle that access to the ballot is fundamental to self-government.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 191 of 250
1966 🇺🇸

Freedom of Information Act (1966)
In 1966, Congress passed the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), granting the
public the right to access federal government records. The law aimed to
increase transparency and accountability in government operations. It
established procedures for citizens, journalists, and organizations to request
information. President Johnson signed the bill despite reservations,
recognizing its importance for democratic oversight. FOIA reflected a growing
expectation that government should operate openly in a democratic society. It
strengthened the role of citizens and the press in holding institutions
accountable. The law remains a central tool for transparency in American
governance.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 192 of 250
1967 🇺🇸

Thurgood Marshall Appointed to the Supreme Court (1967)
In 1967, Thurgood Marshall became the first African American appointed to
the United States Supreme Court. Nominated by President Lyndon B.
Johnson, Marshall brought decades of civil rights advocacy to the nation’s
highest court. As a lawyer for the NAACP, he had argued landmark cases
including Brown v. Board of Education. Johnson described the appointment as
“the right thing to do, the right time to do it.” Marshall’s presence on the Court
symbolized the growing inclusion of historically marginalized voices in
American institutions. His jurisprudence emphasized equality, fairness, and
access to justice. That year, the Supreme Court also decided Loving v.
Virginia, striking down laws banning interracial marriage. The Court ruled that
such laws violated both the Equal Protection and Due Process Clauses of the
Fourteenth Amendment. Marshall's appointment and this landmark decision
are milestones in the ongoing evolution of American democracy and the
expansion of civil rights and individual freedom.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 193 of 250
1968 🇺🇸

Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act)
In 1968, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1968, including the Fair Housing
Act, which prohibited discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of housing.
The law was enacted in the aftermath of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., amid national unrest. It extended civil rights protections into housing,
an area long marked by segregation and exclusion. President Johnson urged its
passage as a step toward national unity and justice. The Act sought to address
structural inequality in American cities. It represented a continued effort to
translate civil rights principles into everyday life. The law remains a key
component of fair housing protections.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 194 of 250
1969 🇺🇸

Apollo 11 Moon Landing (1969)
“The Eagle has landed!” On July 20, 1969, humans walked on the Moon for the
first time. As an estimated 650 million people watched the broadcast live,
astronaut Neil Armstrong set foot on the lunar surface, proclaiming "That's one
small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." Apollo 11 fulfilled a national
goal set by President John F. Kennedy only 8 years before: a crewed lunar
landing and return. The mission was a feat of American engineering, achieved
with a vast workforce using 1960s technology, including early navigation
computers. It symbolized ingenuity and Cold War competition between the
United States and the Soviet Union, affirming U.S. leadership in science and
space exploration. But the mission’s success depended on international
contributions and shared scientific progress. It inspired generations, drove
innovation, and reshaped views of humanity’s potential beyond Earth, fostering
lasting global cooperation in space research and other scientific endeavors.
(Submitted by Juliet Barnes, Civic Spirit Program Associate)

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 195 of 250
1970 🇺🇸

The First Earth Day (1970)
On April 22, 1970, millions of Americans participated in the first Earth Day, a
nationwide environmental movement organized to raise awareness about
pollution, conservation, and public health. Led in part by Senator Gaylord
Nelson, the event brought together students, teachers, activists, and
communities across the country in demonstrations, teach-ins, and civic action.
Earth Day reflected growing public concern over environmental degradation and
marked a turning point in national policy discussions. The movement helped build
momentum for major environmental legislation and the creation of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency later that year.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 196 of 250
1971 🇺🇸

The 26th Amendment Expands Voting Rights (1971)
In 1971, the Twenty-sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution was
ratified, lowering the voting age from 21 to 18. The amendment emerged amid
growing pressure during the Vietnam War, as many argued that those old
enough to be drafted for military service should also have the right to vote. Its
ratification made it one of the fastest constitutional amendments in U.S.
history. The amendment expanded political participation to millions of young
Americans and permanently reshaped the electorate.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 197 of 250
1972 🇺🇸

U.S. Congress Passed the Equal Rights Amendment (1972)
The Equal Rights Amendment, first proposed by women's rights advocates in
1923, passed Congress in March 1972. The amendment states: "Equality of rights
under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state
on account of sex." Though the proposed amendment garnered ratification from
35 states, it fell three short of the 38 required to be enshrined in the Constitution.
Had it succeeded, it would have provided an explicit constitutional guarantee of
gender equality, a protection that, to this day, does not exist in the founding
document. (Submitted by Dr. Lindsay Moore of Notre Dame de Sion High School,
past Educators Cohort fellow and current coach)

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 198 of 250
1973 🇺🇸

End of the Vietnam War and Ruling on Roe v. Wade (1936)
In 1973, the United States experienced major developments in both foreign
policy and constitutional law. On January 27, the signing of the Paris Peace
Accords formally ended direct U.S. military involvement in the Vietnam War and
concluded years of American combat operations while remaining forces from
Vietnam began to withdraw. Just five days prior, the U.S. Supreme Court issued
its decision in Roe v. Wade and ruled that the Constitution protected a woman’s
qualified right to choose to have an abortion under the right to privacy. The
decision became one of the most consequential and debated rulings in modern
American legal history that shaped national conversations about constitutional
interpretation and individual rights for decades to come.
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"250 to 250 Campaign" - 199 of 250
1974 🇺🇸

President Nixon Resigns (1974)
On August 8, 1974, President Richard Nixon announced his resignation
following the Watergate scandal and became the first U.S. president to ever
resign from office. The scandal involved a break-in at Democratic National
Committee headquarters and subsequent efforts to conceal White House
involvement. This presidential resignation marked a major constitutional
moment in American history that demonstrated the power of investigative
journalism as well as the rule of law during a period of political crisis.

"250 to 250 Campaign" - 200 of 250
1975 🇺🇸

Fall of Saigon and the End of the Vietnam War (1975)
In April 1975, the fall of Saigon marked the end of the Vietnam War and one of
the most divisive periods in modern American history. Images of evacuations
from the U.S. embassy symbolized the conflict’s dramatic conclusion. The war
had deeply shaped public trust in government, military authority, and foreign
policy decision-making. Americans increasingly questioned the relationship
between executive power and democratic accountability during wartime.
Reflecting the nation’s exhaustion and uncertainty, President Gerald Ford
warned that “today, America can regain the sense of pride that existed before
Vietnam.” The conflict also intensified debates about protest, civic dissent, and
the responsibilities of citizenship. The end of the war prompted national
reflection on the limits of power and the costs of prolonged conflict in a
democracy.
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	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 177 of 250 1952 🇺🇸
	McCarran-Walter Act (1952) In 1952, the McCarran-Walter Act (Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952) was passed, reshaping U.S. immigration and citizenship law during the early Cold War. The law retained the existing national origins quota system, which heavily favored immigrants from Northern and Western Europe, while continuing to restrict immigration from other regions. It also strengthened federal authority over immigration by adding new security measures that allowed the government to exclude or deport individuals suspected of subversive activities, reflecting widespread fears of communism during this period. At the same time, the law formally eliminated racial restrictions on naturalization, meaning that all racial groups could become U.S. citizens for the first time under federal law. Despite this change, immigration remained tightly controlled and shaped by Cold War concerns about national security. The McCarran-Walter Act influenced U.S. immigration policy for decades and reflected the tension between expanding legal inclusion and maintaining restrictive entry policies.


	250

	250 to 250 Campaign
	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 178 of 250 1953 🇺🇸
	Discovery of DNA Structure (1953) In 1953, James Watson and Francis Crick published their model of the double-helix structure of DNA, a breakthrough that transformed scientific understanding of heredity and genetic information. Their work demonstrated how DNA could replicate and carry biological instructions, laying the foundation for modern genetics and biotechnology. The discovery built on critical contributions from Rosalind Franklin, whose X-ray diffraction images provided key evidence of DNA’s helical structure, and Maurice Wilkins, whose research also helped reveal the molecule’s form. It marked a major moment in American and global scientific advancement during the 20th century.
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	Supreme Court Rules in Landmark Case, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka The Brown v. Board of Education ruling arose during an era when racial segregation was enforced under the “separate but equal” doctrine established by Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). On May 17, 1954, Justice Earl Warren delivered a unanimous decision declaring that “in the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place,” as segregated schools are “inherently unequal.” The Court ruled that such segregation deprived plaintiffs of equal protection under the 14th Amendment and was unconstitutional. This decision overturned decades of legalized discrimination and became a cornerstone of the Civil Rights Movement, expanding educational access and advancing equality. As John Marshall Harlan had argued in his Plessy dissent, “The arbitrary separation of citizens, on the basis of race … is a badge of servitude wholly inconsistent with the civil freedom and the equality before the law established by the Constitution.” Brown affirmed constitutional equality and inspired civil rights reforms. (Submitted by Juliet Barnes, Program Associate, Civic Spirit)
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	Start of the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955) In 1955, the arrest of Rosa Parks for refusing to give up her seat on a segregated bus in Montgomery sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Led by Martin Luther King Jr., residents organized a year-long protest against segregation in public transportation. The boycott demonstrated the power of collective, nonviolent action and resulted in a Supreme Court ruling that segregation on public buses was unconstitutional. It marked a pivotal moment in the modern Civil Rights Movement. The movement showed how grassroots organizing could challenge unjust laws and expand democratic participation.
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	Federal-Aid Highway Act (1956) In 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act which authorized the construction of the Interstate Highway System. The legislation funded over 40,000 miles of highways and transformed transportation across the United States. It improved national defense readiness, facilitated commerce, and connected communities. The system reshaped patterns of suburban growth and travel. The investment reflected a belief in infrastructure as a foundation for economic opportunity and national unity.
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	Little Rock Nine (1957) In 1957, nine Black students known as the Little Rock Nine attempted to integrate Little Rock Central High School following the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board of Education. Facing violent opposition, President Dwight D. Eisenhower deployed federal troops to enforce integration and protect the students. The crisis highlighted the federal government’s role in upholding constitutional rights when states resisted. It became a defining test of the rule of law during the Civil Rights Movement. The event underscored the ongoing struggle to realize equal protection under the Constitution.
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	Creation of NASA (1958) In 1958, the United States established the National Aeronautics and Space Administration in response to growing competition in space exploration. Formed during the early years of the Cold War, NASA unified civilian space efforts and accelerated scientific innovation. The agency would go on to lead groundbreaking missions in spaceflight, research, and technology development. Its creation marked the beginning of a new era of exploration beyond Earth and reflected national investment in science, education, and global leadership in discovery.
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	Alaska and Hawaii Statehood (1959) In 1959, the United States admitted two new states, Alaska and Hawaii, marking a major expansion of the nation’s geographic and cultural landscape. Alaska became the 49th state in January followed by Hawaii as the 50th state in August. Their residents gained full representation in Congress and the rights of statehood after long being governed as U.S. territories. Alaska’s admission highlighted its strategic importance and vast natural resources while Hawaii’s statehood reflected its unique cultural heritage and central role in the Pacific. Together, these milestones highlighted the evolving identity of the United States as a nation spanning the continent and extending across oceans while expanding democratic participation to more of its people.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 185 of 250 1960 🇺🇸
	First Televised Presidential Debate (1960) In 1960, the United States held its first-ever televised presidential debate between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. Broadcast to a national audience. The debate marked a turning point in American politics and highlighted the growing influence of television in shaping public perception. Viewers were able to see and hear the candidates directly which placed a new emphasis on image, communication, and presence. The debate demonstrated how media advancements could transform democratic engagement. It set a precedent for future campaigns and redefined how candidates connect with voters to this day.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 186 of 250 1961 🇺🇸
	Kennedy Launches the Space Race Vision (1961) In 1961, President John F. Kennedy addressed Congress to propose an ambitious national goal: landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to Earth before the end of the decade. The speech came amid Cold War competition with the Soviet Union, following early Soviet successes in space exploration. JFK framed the effort not only as a strategic necessity, but as a test of national purpose and democratic resolve. He later expanded this vision in his 1962 address at Rice University, where he famously declared: "We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won and used for the progress of all people. ... We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win". Together, these speeches called for unprecedented federal investment in science, engineering, and education. They also reflected a broader belief that technological achievement could strengthen democratic leadership on the global stage. Kennedy’s vision helped define the space race as both a scientific endeavor and a civic mission rooted in ambition, innovation, and national unity.
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	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 187 of 250 1962 🇺🇸
	Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) In 1962, the United States and the Soviet Union confronted one of the most dangerous moments of the Cold War during the Cuban Missile Crisis. After discovering Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba, President John F. Kennedy ordered a naval blockade and demanded their removal. For thirteen days, the world stood on the brink of nuclear conflict. Diplomatic negotiations ultimately led to the withdrawal of the missiles and a de-escalation of the crisis. The Cuban Missile Crisis demonstrated the importance of leadership, communication, and restraint in global affairs while also reshaping U.S. foreign policy and efforts to manage nuclear risk.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 188 of 250 1963 🇺🇸
	March on Washington & Assassination of John F. Kennedy (1963) In 1963, the growing Civil Rights Movement reached a pivotal moment with the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom where more than 200,000 people gathered in Washington to demand racial equality and economic justice. During the march, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his iconic “I Have a Dream” speech which captured the aspirations of a movement gaining national momentum. Later that year, the nation was shaken by the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas, marking a profound moment of national grief and uncertainty. Both of these events reflected both the promise of progress and the challenges facing the nation during a time of pivotal transformation.

	"250 to 250 Campaign" - 189 of 250 1964 🇺🇸
	Civil Rights Act (1964) In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 into law which prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. The legislation ended segregation in public places and banned employment discrimination. It represented one of the most significant legal victories of the Civil Rights Movement. The law also strengthened the federal government’s ability to enforce civil rights protections. Its passage marked a major step toward a more inclusive democracy and equal opportunity under the law.
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	Voting Rights Act (1965) In 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, one of the most consequential civil rights laws in American history. Signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson, the law prohibited discriminatory voting practices such as literacy tests and provided for federal oversight of elections in jurisdictions with histories of disenfranchisement. The Act followed the Selma to Montgomery marches and the violence of “Bloody Sunday,” which galvanized national attention. In urging its passage, Johnson declared before Congress, “We shall overcome.” The law significantly increased voter registration and political participation among Black Americans, particularly in the South. It marked a major expansion of democratic inclusion and federal enforcement of constitutional rights. The Voting Rights Act reshaped the political landscape and affirmed the principle that access to the ballot is fundamental to self-government.
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	Freedom of Information Act (1966) In 1966, Congress passed the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), granting the public the right to access federal government records. The law aimed to increase transparency and accountability in government operations. It established procedures for citizens, journalists, and organizations to request information. President Johnson signed the bill despite reservations, recognizing its importance for democratic oversight. FOIA reflected a growing expectation that government should operate openly in a democratic society. It strengthened the role of citizens and the press in holding institutions accountable. The law remains a central tool for transparency in American governance.
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	Thurgood Marshall Appointed to the Supreme Court (1967) In 1967, Thurgood Marshall became the first African American appointed to the United States Supreme Court. Nominated by President Lyndon B. Johnson, Marshall brought decades of civil rights advocacy to the nation’s highest court. As a lawyer for the NAACP, he had argued landmark cases including Brown v. Board of Education. Johnson described the appointment as “the right thing to do, the right time to do it.” Marshall’s presence on the Court symbolized the growing inclusion of historically marginalized voices in American institutions. His jurisprudence emphasized equality, fairness, and access to justice. That year, the Supreme Court also decided Loving v. Virginia, striking down laws banning interracial marriage. The Court ruled that such laws violated both the Equal Protection and Due Process Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. Marshall's appointment and this landmark decision are milestones in the ongoing evolution of American democracy and the expansion of civil rights and individual freedom.
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	Civil Rights Act of 1968 (Fair Housing Act) In 1968, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1968, including the Fair Housing Act, which prohibited discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of housing. The law was enacted in the aftermath of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., amid national unrest. It extended civil rights protections into housing, an area long marked by segregation and exclusion. President Johnson urged its passage as a step toward national unity and justice. The Act sought to address structural inequality in American cities. It represented a continued effort to translate civil rights principles into everyday life. The law remains a key component of fair housing protections.
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	Apollo 11 Moon Landing (1969) “The Eagle has landed!” On July 20, 1969, humans walked on the Moon for the first time. As an estimated 650 million people watched the broadcast live, astronaut Neil Armstrong set foot on the lunar surface, proclaiming "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind." Apollo 11 fulfilled a national goal set by President John F. Kennedy only 8 years before: a crewed lunar landing and return. The mission was a feat of American engineering, achieved with a vast workforce using 1960s technology, including early navigation computers. It symbolized ingenuity and Cold War competition between the United States and the Soviet Union, affirming U.S. leadership in science and space exploration. But the mission’s success depended on international contributions and shared scientific progress. It inspired generations, drove innovation, and reshaped views of humanity’s potential beyond Earth, fostering lasting global cooperation in space research and other scientific endeavors. (Submitted by Juliet Barnes, Civic Spirit Program Associate)
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	The First Earth Day (1970) On April 22, 1970, millions of Americans participated in the first Earth Day, a nationwide environmental movement organized to raise awareness about pollution, conservation, and public health. Led in part by Senator Gaylord Nelson, the event brought together students, teachers, activists, and communities across the country in demonstrations, teach-ins, and civic action. Earth Day reflected growing public concern over environmental degradation and marked a turning point in national policy discussions. The movement helped build momentum for major environmental legislation and the creation of the United States Environmental Protection Agency later that year.
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	The 26th Amendment Expands Voting Rights (1971) In 1971, the Twenty-sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified, lowering the voting age from 21 to 18. The amendment emerged amid growing pressure during the Vietnam War, as many argued that those old enough to be drafted for military service should also have the right to vote. Its ratification made it one of the fastest constitutional amendments in U.S. history. The amendment expanded political participation to millions of young Americans and permanently reshaped the electorate.
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	U.S. Congress Passed the Equal Rights Amendment (1972) The Equal Rights Amendment, first proposed by women's rights advocates in 1923, passed Congress in March 1972. The amendment states: "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex." Though the proposed amendment garnered ratification from 35 states, it fell three short of the 38 required to be enshrined in the Constitution. Had it succeeded, it would have provided an explicit constitutional guarantee of gender equality, a protection that, to this day, does not exist in the founding document. (Submitted by Dr. Lindsay Moore of Notre Dame de Sion High School, past Educators Cohort fellow and current coach)
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	End of the Vietnam War and Ruling on Roe v. Wade (1936) In 1973, the United States experienced major developments in both foreign policy and constitutional law. On January 27, the signing of the Paris Peace Accords formally ended direct U.S. military involvement in the Vietnam War and concluded years of American combat operations while remaining forces from Vietnam began to withdraw. Just five days prior, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Roe v. Wade and ruled that the Constitution protected a woman’s qualified right to choose to have an abortion under the right to privacy. The decision became one of the most consequential and debated rulings in modern American legal history that shaped national conversations about constitutional interpretation and individual rights for decades to come.
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	President Nixon Resigns (1974) On August 8, 1974, President Richard Nixon announced his resignation following the Watergate scandal and became the first U.S. president to ever resign from office. The scandal involved a break-in at Democratic National Committee headquarters and subsequent efforts to conceal White House involvement. This presidential resignation marked a major constitutional moment in American history that demonstrated the power of investigative journalism as well as the rule of law during a period of political crisis.
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	Fall of Saigon and the End of the Vietnam War (1975) In April 1975, the fall of Saigon marked the end of the Vietnam War and one of the most divisive periods in modern American history. Images of evacuations from the U.S. embassy symbolized the conflict’s dramatic conclusion. The war had deeply shaped public trust in government, military authority, and foreign policy decision-making. Americans increasingly questioned the relationship between executive power and democratic accountability during wartime. Reflecting the nation’s exhaustion and uncertainty, President Gerald Ford warned that “today, America can regain the sense of pride that existed before Vietnam.” The conflict also intensified debates about protest, civic dissent, and the responsibilities of citizenship. The end of the war prompted national reflection on the limits of power and the costs of prolonged conflict in a democracy.
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