
The following quotes can be used in a variety of ways. A few suggestions:

Read one quote a day to your group of campers at the same time each day
(end of tefillah, at a meal, before bed, etc.) to inspire them and think about
the quote’s content.
Pick one quote from this list, share with your campers, and ask them their
thoughts. Do they agree/disagree with the quote? How does it connect to
their lives today? 
Ask campers to pick their favorite quote from this list and share why they
picked it. Campers can then create some form of artistic representation of
their quote and then decorate their space (bunk, cubby, etc.) with it.
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2. “We are bound by ideals that teach us what it means to be citizens. Every child must be taught these ideals.
Every citizen must uphold them. … I ask you to be citizens. Citizens, not spectators. Citizens, not subjects.
Responsible citizens building communities of service and a nation of character.”
— President George W. Bush, 2001 Inaugural Address

3. “Democracy is like blowing your nose. You may not do it well, but it's something you
ought to do yourself.”
—G.K. Chesterton, English writer and philosopher

4. “There is nothing wrong in America that can’t be fixed with what is right in
America.”
—President Bill Clinton

1. “[T]he only title in our democracy superior to that of President [is] the title of

citizen."

—U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis

5. “It cannot be repeated too often that nothing is more fertile in prodigies than the

art of being free; but there is nothing more arduous than the apprenticeship of

liberty.”

—Alexis de Tocqueville, author of Democracy in America

6. “If nothing is expected of a people, that people will find it difficult to contradict that expectation.”
—Frederick Douglass, American abolitionist
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7. “Here in America we are descended from revolutionists and rebels—men and
women who dare to dissent from accepted doctrine. As their heirs, we may never
confuse honest dissent with disloyal subversion.”
—President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1954

8. “History does not long entrust the care of freedom to the weak or the timid.”
— President Dwight D. Eisenhower

9. “Democracy is measured not by its leaders doing extraordinary things, but by its

citizens doing things extraordinarily well.”

—John Gardner, American novelist 

10. “I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; I will not
refuse to do the something I can do.”
—Helen Keller, American author and disability rights advocate

11. “If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few
who are rich.”
—President John F. Kennedy

12. "The ignorance of one voter in a democracy impairs the security of all.”

—President John F. Kennedy

13. “Power … is not an end in itself, but is an instrument that must be used toward an end.”
—Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, American diplomat and political scientist

14. “The ballot is stronger than the bullet.”
—President Abraham Lincoln

15. “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
—Margaret Mead, American cultural anthropologist

16. “Civility costs nothing and buys everything.”

—Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, English aristocrat, writer and poet
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17. “Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.”
—George Jean Nathan, American drama critic and magazine editor

18. “Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to
injustice makes democracy necessary.”
—Reinhold Niebuhr, American theologian

19. “A democratic form of government, a democratic way of life, presupposes
free public education over the long period; it presupposes also an education
for personal responsibility that too often is neglected.”
—Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt

20. “Inside the polling booth, every American man and woman stands as the equal of

every other American man and woman. There they have no superiors. There they have

no masters save their own minds and consciences.”

—President Franklin D. Roosevelt

21. “To waste, to destroy our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of using it so as
to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our children the very prosperity
which we ought by right to hand down to them amplified and developed.”
—President Teddy Roosevelt, 1907

22. “I have great faith in the people; as for their wisdom—well, Coca-Cola still
outsells champagne.”
—Former Vice President Adlai Stevenson

23. “People who want to understand democracy should spend less time in the
library with Aristotle and more time on the buses and in the subway.”
—Simeon Strunsky, Russian born Jewish-American essayist

24. "The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest is merely tenacity." 

—Amelia Earhart, first female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean

25. "It took me quite a long time to develop a voice, and now that I have it, I am not going to be
silent." 
—Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
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26. "You can imprison a man, but not an idea. You can exile a man, but not an idea. You

can kill a man, but not an idea." 

—Former Prime Minister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto

27. "What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to
make." 
—Jane Goodall ,  English primatologist and anthropologist

28. "I firmly believe you never should spend your time being the former anything." 
—Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

29. "Step out of the history that is holding you back. Step into the new story
you are willing to create." 
—Oprah Winfrey, American talk show host, producer, and media proprietor

30. "If you don't get out of the box you've been raised in, you won't understand how

much bigger the world is." 

—Angelina Jolie, American actor, filmmaker, and humanitarian

31. "There are two kinds of people, those who do the work and those who take the credit. Try to be in
the first group; there is less competition there." 
—Former Prime Minister of India Indira Gandhi

32. "We do not need magic to change the world, we carry all the power we need
inside ourselves already: we have the power to imagine better." 
—J.K. Rowling, British author

33. "I need to listen well so that I hear what is not said." 

—Thuli Madonsela, South African advocate

34.“Authority poisons everybody who takes authority on himself.” 
—Former Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir

35. “Without moral and intellectual independence, there is no anchor for national
independence.” 
—Former Israeli Prime Minister David Ben Gurion
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