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For the last year, we have been preparing for our national milestone coming up this weekend and considering
how best to approach this historic moment. Civic Spirit has offered multiple lenses and approaches for our
nation, our schools, our educators, and our students to thoughtfully consider what this moment means for
them and how this milestone can serve as a springboard for collective reflection and an impetus for growth.

As we are on the eve of this grand moment, let us consider the following question: When does a nation’s ideals
become its reality? Is it when those ideals are declared, when they are written into law, or when they are fully
lived by people? What constitutes “fully”?

American patriots recognized that the Enlightenment ideals of liberty and republicanism were in danger in their
existing civic relationship with Great Britain, and they chose to take action. They convened with their fellow
civic partners to engage in a multitude of civic actions, including non-importation agreements, social
messaging campaigns, military action, political deliberation, and the creation of new government models that
would embody their ideals.

This process was not overnight but unfolded over time. Peace was not signed until 1783, and the more perfect
constitutional model followed 11 years later. And 250 years later, we are still working toward ensuring that our
ideals are intact and vibrant. Does this mean that our nation is in a state of eternal revolution? We have
enduring values and ideals that we strive to uphold. The internal pulls of conservatism and progressivism help
keep our national mission in balance.

Our founding documents articulate a de jure America, the nation as it aspires to be. Our civic responsibility is
to continually work toward a de facto America, where those ideals are realized in everyday life.

The resource below is a great way to celebrate America on its special birthday by revering its magnificent
foundational principles while also recognizing the need for continued growth and improvement. Critical
evaluation without tossing out entire systems simply because they fall short is a healthy way to regard not only
our nation, but people, systems, and phenomena. This work requires approaching it with grace, honesty, and
good faith, and with an eye toward an even brighter future for our nation.
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Source 1: The Declaration of Independence. 4 July 1776,
National Archives. Excerpt.
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

Discussion Questions and Activities:

1.What values are outlined in this excerpt of the Declaration, and which Enlightenment thinkers
influenced them?

2.Draw a map of each value identified. Which freedoms that we enjoy today can be traced back to
each of these essential values?

3.What does the statement, "Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established

should not be changed for light and transient causes...”" mean? How does this idea deepen your
understanding of the Declaration? How might this idea help us understand the balancing act
between progress and conservatism?

4.Simulate the factors at play at the time this document was written. Draw up a list of options that
the American founders and patriots could have taken. Compare your list with others. Discuss

which ideas would have been the best options for moving forward and why.
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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

Discussion Questions and Activities:

1.Which values can be identified in the Constitution's Preamble?

2.How do these values add to the ones mapped in the Declaration? Are there any overlapping
values? Which principles are not named in both?

3.How have we become "a more perfect Union" over time?

4.1f you were to offer the nation a report card, which areas would you give an A+? Which areas
need more work? Discuss in groups and share your thinking.

Source 3: The Constitution of the United States: Amendments
11-27. National Archives.

AMENDMENT XI|

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or
equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State,
or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

AMENDMENT XIlI

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President and Vice-
President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves;
they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the
person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as
President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the
United States, directed to the President of the Senate; -- the President of the Senate shall, in the
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall
then be counted; -- The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no
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AMENDMENT XIII

Section 1.

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

Section 2.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XIV

Section 1.

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2.

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective
numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.

But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-
President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of
a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way
abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein
shall be reduced.

Section 3.

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-
President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who,
having previously taken an oath to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies
thereof.

Section 4.

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, shall not be questioned.

Section 5.
The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this
article.
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AMENDMENT XV

Section 1.

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Section 2.

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XVI

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source
derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or
enumeration.

AMENDMENT XVII
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by
the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote.

The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most
numerous branch of the State legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

AMENDMENT XVIII

Section 1.

After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of
intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the
United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby
prohibited.

Section 2.
The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

Section 3.

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of the several States within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the States by the Congress.
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AMENDMENT XIX

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XX

Section 1.

The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and
the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January.

Section 2.
The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year.

Section 3.

If the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a
President shall not have been chosen, the Vice President elect shall act as President until a
President shall have qualified.

Section 4.
The Congress may by law provide for cases involving the death of persons from whom the House
of Representatives or Senate may choose a President or Vice President.

Section 5.
Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this
article.

Section 6.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States.

AMENDMENT XXI
Section 1.
The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2.
The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States of
intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States.
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AMENDMENT XXII
Section 1.
No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice.

Section 2.
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several States.

AMENDMENT XXIII

Section 1.

The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint electors of
President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in
Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State.

Section 2.
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXIV

Section 1.

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or
Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by
reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2.
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXV

Section 1.

In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice
President shall become President.

Section 2.

Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a
Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of
Congress.

Section 3.

Whenever the President transmits a written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as
Acting President.
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Section 4.

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of the principal officers of the executive departments
declare that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall assume the powers and duties as Acting President.

AMENDMENT XXVI

Section 1.

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.

Section 2.
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

AMENDMENT XXVII
No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take
effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.

Constitutional Amendment Evaluation Activity:

1.Since the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution were adopted, which values have
been added to our national framework? Make a list and identify the historical moment when
each was incorporated. Was it through a constitutional amendment, federal legislation, or
another means?

2.Review the list of constitutional amendments. What issue or challenge was each amendment
intended to address? What was happening in the United States at this time that revealed the
need for this change to the Constitution?

3.Which constitutional principles or amendments do you believe require further attention or
fuller realization today?

4. What would you recommend to strengthen or better realize the principles identified in
Question 37

5.Share and discuss your thoughts.
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	AMENDMENT XIX The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
	AMENDMENT XX Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January.
	Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.
	Section 3. If the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen, the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified.
	Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for cases involving the death of persons from whom the House of Representatives or Senate may choose a President or Vice President.
	Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this article.
	Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States.
	AMENDMENT XXI Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.
	Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year.
	Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States.
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	AMENDMENT XXII Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice.
	Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States.
	AMENDMENT XXIII Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State.
	Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.
	AMENDMENT XXIV Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.
	Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
	AMENDMENT XXV Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.
	Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
	Section 3. Whenever the President transmits a written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.
	AMERICA

	250
	Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of the principal officers of the executive departments declare that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall assume the powers and duties as Acting President.
	AMENDMENT XXVI Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.
	Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
	AMENDMENT XXVII No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.
	Constitutional Amendment Evaluation Activity:
	Since the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution were adopted, which values have been added to our national framework? Make a list and identify the historical moment when each was incorporated. Was it through a constitutional amendment, federal legislation, or another means?
	Review the list of constitutional amendments. What issue or challenge was each amendment intended to address? What was happening in the United States at this time that revealed the need for this change to the Constitution?
	Which constitutional principles or amendments do you believe require further attention or fuller realization today?
	What would you recommend to strengthen or better realize the principles identified in Question 3?
	Share and discuss your thoughts.



