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At the conclusion of the previous year, in light of the
significant events in U.S. politics, my administration
team recognized the need for our students to gain a
deeper understanding of the United States
government—its structure, functions, and its impact
on current events. The frequency of news stories
highlighting citizens, politicians, and leaders lacking
basic knowledge of our governmental system
underscored this necessity. Thus, it was proposed that
our social studies department reimagine the approach
to current events within the Middle School framework,
starting in the fall semester.

Having enrolled in the next Civic Spirit cohort in
Chicago, | could not have anticipated the profound
influence this group would have on my perspective.
Through in-depth discussions and insightful
presentations on the origins of our Republic, the
philosophies of its founders, and key constitutional
documents, | was inspired to assist my social studies
team in conveying the significance of the United States’
existence and the workings of our Constitution in
relation to current events.

The primary objective was to cultivate student
engagement with current events and their connections
to civics and democratic fluency. To facilitate this, my
colleagues and | developed a guestionnaire (or visit
https://tinyurl.com/Civics-Questionnaire) for students
to complete.

Additionally, we encouraged students to reflect on the
impact of the news event on different communities
and explain its importance. Each week, one to two
students were designated as News Reporters, tasked
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‘ ‘ | am enthusiastic about
fostering a dynamic learning
environment that empowers
our students to deepen their
understanding of civics and
be informed and active
participants in their
communities. , ,

with selecting a relevant news story, completing the
questionnaire, and presenting their findings to the
class.

One challenge we encountered was guiding students in
the selection of civic-oriented news stories suitable for
their respective grade levels. With support from my
mentor, Caroline Toumazatos, we established criteria
for locating appropriate news content for 5th graders
as opposed to 8th graders. Focusing on local news
proved perfect for engaging younger students. For
instance, a discussion on the demolition of a local
indoor mall for new development captured their
interest as they explored the local government's role in
planning and economic development.

Building upon this foundation, the 5th-grade students
then focused on their own school environment. |



https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Civics-Current-Events-Reflection-Form.docx.pdf
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divided them into three committees, each tasked with
identifying an area of concern, articulating a problem,
and proposing a solution. The committees addressed
three main areas: recess, the lunchroom, and
hallways. The spirited discussions that ensued were
remarkable, culminating in each committee presenting
a proposal identifying a problem and a solution to the
Administration for potential implementation in the fall.
It was inspiring to witness their realization of how civic
engagement can lead to meaningful change.

Maintaining student engagement with current events
throughout the year posed an additional challenge, as
only a small number of students were completing the
assignment each week. To address this, we proposed
using CANVA to create visually engaging newspaper-
style reports that could be shared across the middle
school community, allowing all students to access
various civic-related news stories. By the end of the
school year, we plan to display a weekly scroll of these
newspapers on the middle school Commons screen,
ensuring that every student has the opportunity to
engage with and reflect on current events.

I am enthusiastic about continuing this exploration of
civics and current events across the middle school
curriculum in the fall, fostering a dynamic learning
environment that empowers our students to deepen
their understanding of civics and be informed and
active participants in their communities.

Check out this student-created
current events newspaper (below) from

Samantha Toljanic’s class, where students
analyzed current events through a civic
lens and explored their connections to
democratic principles, civic responsibility,
and public life. To view the questionnaire
used throughout the project, click here or
visit https://tinyurl.com/Civics-

Questionnaire
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BREAKING NEWS!

TRUMP®
THE

S IRAN BLOCKADE AND
STRAIT OF HORMUZ

PERSONAL REFLECTION:

REAL PEOPLE'S ANSWERS FROM OUR SURVEY

‘Why do you think this event is important? How
t this event affect people in your communl[ﬂ,
state, or country (long term impact of the even

This event is important because it involves the US in
the war between Israel and Iran even more and it's
scary because Iran and other countries tha

affected by the blockade might join the w 3
the US and it could end up in WAW3, This event affects
our whole country because it involves oil prices rising
and the risk of WW3

‘What is your personal opinion about this event?
‘What questions do you have?

My personal opinion is that it's good we are
fighting Iran but | don't think doing a blockade
and stopping oil sup}:l}' which is increasing oil

prices is a good idea. One question | have on this
is why Trump chose to do a blockade at the
warerway he spent weeks trying to reopen.
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Trump's plan to enforce a blockade
around Iran started on ET Monday at
10:00 Am. The blockade is targeting the
Strait of Hormiez (& waterway) and all of
Iran's ports and coastal areas. It's also
aiming to stop all ships from entering or
leaving Iran. Before this, President
Trump has been spending  several
weeks pressuring Iran o reopen the
Strait of Hormuz through which 20% of
the world's odl passes through and has
even theeatened 1o oblierate Irman's
whaole civilization if they didn’t reopen
it. The announcement of the blockade
sent stocks falling and oil prices passing
10605 in some countries. I the blockade
is successful in cutting off Iran's ofl
fows, it could have a very big impact on
the Islamic Republic which is extremely
reliant on il exports. It could alse have
an impact on China which impons a

third of its odl through the strait,

Fun Facts:

= This event is a federal
(mational) level
= This event represents

lawmaking / government
actions,


https://tinyurl.com/Civics-Questionnaire
https://tinyurl.com/Civics-Questionnaire
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