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I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to
participate in this incredible learning experience
centered on civic education. With their diversity in
background and yet uniformity in empathy and in
mission, the fellows in my Civic Spirit cohort helped
broaden the way I approached teaching my History
courses this year.

In our opening cohort sessions over the summer, we
were encouraged to think about our civic rights and
responsibilities in ways that made me realize how
much we, as United States citizens, take for granted.
And in smaller group discussions, we were challenged
to share the experiences that helped shape our views
on contemporary events. These dialogues led me to
revise a key section of my 12th grade Modern Jewish
History course to better encourage students to engage
deeply with the complexities of civic belonging and
identity by examining the foundational documents of
the United States and Israel.

When my students learn about early Israeli history
leading up to its Declaration of Independence, we talk
about the influences of the European Enlightenment
on many of the original leaders of the Zionist
movement, and how the ideals of nationalism,
universalism, and humanism helped shape the
principles on which Israel was founded. These
students had all taken US history the previous year
and are familiar with how these ideals helped shape
American identity. In order for them to foster their
connection to Israel as well as to help prepare them
for the rise in anti-Israel rhetoric on the college
campuses they will attend, I wanted my students to 

see that, in fact, both countries were founded with
equal rights for citizens at their core. This was done by
having the students write a comparative analysis
between the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, and
Israel’s Declaration of Independence.

Every educator in this age of AI has to be diligent in
ensuring that the student is doing the work rather than
an AI chatbot. My project utilized a fabulous
educational AI tool called Flint, which guided the
students through the steps of the assignment and
helped them with wording and resources, but put the
onus of the work on them. Their first step was to create
a comparison chart, identifying at least four similarities
and/or differences between the documents. After that,
each student wrote their essay. They were required to 
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include a discussion of how each document addresses
the theme of Identity and Belonging, and then they
were allowed to choose one other area of focus. At
each stage of the research and writing process, Flint
led them through analysis and helped refine their
work.

To enhance their understanding of the relationship
between America and Israel, and to help students
address questions of apparent inequality in East
Jerusalem, Gaza, and the West Bank, it was also
important to discuss both sides of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. We spent considerable time
learning the history of the region and why both sides
feel connected to the land, the distinction between
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs, and the different stages
of the peace process in which Israel has engaged with
its neighbors. These discussions gave students the
opportunity to develop and practice skills for civic
engagement with others. 

The end result was a more complete understanding of
how democracies strive to ensure the rights of their
citizens. And as Americans who are now able to vote,
who care deeply about events in Israel, and who are
about to emerge into a world of rising antisemitism, it
was important for the students to learn to engage
thoughtfully with, and think critically about, complex
issues. This assignment allowed them to take a step
back and to reflect on the privilege of citizenship, the
responsibility that comes with both safeguarding
democratic values and upholding the principles of
equality and justice to which both nations aspired at
their founding.
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