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After an inspiring week at the Educator’s Cohort
Summer Institute at the New York Historical, | was
even more inspired to build a senior civics curriculum
to help students not just learn about democracy, but
to truly experience what it means to be an active,
responsible citizen. The curriculum begins with a
foundational unit on American identity and civic
perspective, emphasizing how our personal and
national identities intersect. After considering how
their own American identity was shaped, students will
read memoirs written by individuals who immigrated
to the United States, allowing them to explore the
diverse experiences that built our nation. Through
discussion and reflection, students consider questions
such as “How do we as a nation and as individuals
develop our American identity?”, “How do personal
histories impact our broader civic life?” and “How has
our American identity changed?". This unit fosters
empathy and helps students recognize their own place
within the American democratic narrative, establishing
a strong foundation for civic belonging.

Building on this, students will deepen their
understanding of government, law, and civic
responsibility through a structured study of our
founding documents, including the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights, as well as notable writings such as
“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?" To reinforce
this knowledge, | incorporate elements from the new
Citizenship Exam developed by the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services in 2025, using selected
questions to challenge students’ understanding of core
civic concepts. This approach helps students engage
with the same foundational knowledge expected of
new citizens, encouraging them to reflect on what it
means to be informed participants in a democracy.
Lessons are paired with hands-on activities such as
mock elections, legislative simulations, and Supreme
Court case analyses, allowing students to develop key
civic skills, including persuasive communication,
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collaboration, respectful debate, and critical thinking.

A central component of the curriculum focuses on
democratic fluency, particularly how constitutional
principles apply to real-world situations. One unit
examines the tension between the rights to free
speech and protest through recent events in
Minneapolis involving ICE and the tragic deaths of
Renée Good and Alex Pretti as a case study. Students
will analyze the constitutional protections of the First
Amendment, evaluate the responsibilities of both
citizens and government actors, and engage in
simulations such as civic hearings and policy
discussions.

The curriculum also emphasizes a deeper exploration
of the 14th Amendment, particularly the meaning of
the term “citizen” and the concept of birthright
citizenship. Students will study the amendment's text
and its historical context following the Civil War,
focusing on how it established a constitutional
definition of citizenship and expanded civil rights.
Depending on the Supreme Court holding in Trump vs.
Barbara in June 2026, students will examine how the
concept of citizenship continues to evolve and what it
means to be a United States citizen.

The curriculum culminates in a capstone project in
which students apply their learning to real-world civic
participation. Senior students may choose to design




and implement a voter registration initiative, in which
they research current voting laws and requirements,
including any updates to federal voter registration
legislation. They then create a plan to educate their
peers on how to register to vote and how to exercise
their right to vote after they graduate from high
school, whether they are in a foreign country or
another state. In some cases, students may organize a
community voter registration drive, developing
outreach materials, presentations, and step-by-step
guides to make the process accessible and accurate.

Alternatively, students may focus on digital citizenship,
examining what it means to be a responsible and
ethical participant in online spaces. These projects ask
students to analyze current laws and trial outcomes
surrounding social media responsibility, privacy, and
platform accountability. Students may create public
awareness campaigns, guidelines for ethical online
behavior, or presentations to help their peers better
understand how their digital actions affect themselves,
their peers, and their communities.

To deepen their understanding, students can also
engage in comparative global analysis, exploring how
other countries regulate social media use. For
example, students can investigate Australia’s
restrictions on social media access for children under
16 and similar movements across Europe to limit
youth exposure and promote online safety. By
comparing international approaches, students
consider how different governments balance freedom
of expression with public well-being, and what lessons
might apply to the United States.

This capstone project allows students to synthesize
everything they have learned: applying civic
knowledge, demonstrating practical skills, and
reflecting on their own role as citizens in both physical
and digital communities. The hope is that students
leave the class with confidence, curiosity, and the
motivation to participate actively in the civic life of
their communities and the nation as a whole.
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Check out Lisa Bambino’s
classroom-ready curriculum,
“Our American ldentity,” which
helps students explore
citizenship, belonging, and the
diverse experiences that shape
the American story through
engaging discussions, activities,
and reflection. Click here or visit
https://tinyurl.com/Our-
American-ldentity



https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Citizenship-Curriculum_-Our-American-Identity-Part-1.docx.pdf
https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Citizenship-Curriculum_-Our-American-Identity-Part-1.docx.pdf
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