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Although in our 8th grade class we spend a great deal
of time in the beginning of the year discussing the
Constitution and its amendments as well as the
structure of the federal government, we have not
examined local government. Our overall inquiry for 8th
grade social studies is “How have people tried to make
change in their governments and societies over the
past two hundred years? To what extent were they
successful?” Knowing how the local government
functions can be a route to a means of change.
Accordingly, my project after the Civic Spirit educators
cohort this summer was to create a mini unit on local
government. | was compelled to engage in all three of
Civic Spirit's Pillars. Understanding the importance of
local government is a great way to engage the
students as members of the community. This unit is to
be covered at the end of the school year.

In connecting this to our yearlong inquiry, students will
brainstorm problems or issues they think are
important to their communities and survey community
members to get feedback on these issues. Students
are researching their towns to learn about the
structure of their local governments and to whom do
you reach out for assistance for the identified
problems. We will be watching town meetings (live and
recorded) to observe this local democratic process. We
will conduct our own “town meeting” using guidelines
from local towns and students will be assigned specific
roles. Students can then choose to follow up on the
issues they have identified with their town
representatives.

By combining research and discussion, | anticipate that

the students will be engaged in the project. | have
already observed my students asking thoughtful
questions about constitutional issues throughout the
year. For example, in our conclusion of our
WWII/Holocaust unit while discussing if there is a
possibility for justice following the Holocaust, students
were connecting the Nuremberg trials and use of
counsel by the defendants to the rights guaranteed in
the 6th amendment.

In addition to learning about local government, we
have a monthly current events assignment. Students
are required to read and analyze articles from
mainstream news sources on topics such as world
news, national news, local news, government and
economics/tech/science. This exposes students to news
sources outside social media, requires them to be
aware of current events and most importantly, they are
analyzing the articles for bias and impact. This
assignment ties into civic engagement because it is
giving students exposure to what is going on in the
world and having them learn how to analyze sources.
Students become aware of perspectives, even in the
media.

| feel that throughout the year my curriculum
embraces Civic Spirit's Three Pillars, especially since we
talk about making change. By learning about the local
government and identifying problems to be addressed,
my students are learning how to be active participants
in a democratic society.
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