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This year, my Civic Spirit project took place within my
7th grade Global Awareness elective that | teach once
a week. As an educator, | noticed early on that my
students had limited knowledge of global challenges,
primarily due to their young age and simply, the lack of
exposure. When the Civic Spirit Program first
launched, | took the opportunity to come up with a
project that expanded their understanding of the
world beyond their immediate environment. Over the
course of each trimester, students explored a new
global issue each week, some including food
insecurity, climate change, and mental health. My goal
was not only to build awareness, but to push students
to discover a sense of civic responsibility.

The student engagement in this course was
particularly striking. At the start of each lesson,
students often approached topics with surface-level
assumptions. By the end of each session, their
perspectives had noticeably shifted. They began asking
more critical questions, and demonstrated a much
deeper sense of empathy. What stood out most was
their growing ability to move from general reactions to
more active thinking about solutions for the future.

The build-up of this project began when the students
decided to put these potential solutions into focus. In
the final weeks of each trimester, students selected
the global issue they felt most passionate about and
worked in groups to create a newscast outlining how
the United States could respond. This required them
to think concretely about both short-term and long-
term solutions, as well as the specific resources the
U.S. could leverage. To deepen their analysis, students
were also required to incorporate a historical
document such as John Locke's ‘Second Treatise of
Government’, Martin Luther King Jr.'s ‘Beyond
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Vietnam’, or Henry David Thoreau's ‘Civil Disobedience.’
The texts were used as a foundation for their argument
in terms of their relation to American values. This
element challenged students to bridge past and
present, applying our country’s base civic ideas to
current global issues.

Throughout this process, | saw strong evidence of
growth in civic understanding and belonging. Students
presented arguments supported by evidence and
collaborated with peers. They began to see themselves
as individuals with a role to play in a broader global
community. The newscasts demonstrated their ability
to break down complex ideas and communicate them
with both confidence and purpose.

‘ ‘ When students see the

direct connection between
what they are learning

and the world around
them, it’s obvious that their
level of engagement and
investment would increase
dramatically. We need to
teach more like this! ,,
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| found this experience to be especially meaningful for
me as an educator because it reinforced the
importance of civic education. When students see the
direct connection between what they are learning and
the world around them, it's obvious that their level of
engagement and investment would increase
dramatically. We need to teach more like this! This
project and program also deepened my understanding
of civic learning as something that can absolutely be
integrated into the curriculum weekly, rather than not
at all. | saw the positive impact of this project just from
weekly sessions because | was intentional about how it

was designed.

This project definitely emphasized civic awareness and
problem-solving, but my next goal is to create space
for students to take tangible steps, even on a small
scale, toward addressing the issues they study.
Overall, | think this experience reassured me that
middle school students are not only capable of
engaging with complex global challenges, but are
eager to do so when given the tools and
encouragement to see themselves as part of the

solution!
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