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Freedom Illustrated: A Children’s Guide to the 
Bill of Rights

How do you explain a big idea like constitutional law to
a young child? This central challenge was the heart of
our Civic Spirit Project. Within this initiative, seniors in
their US Government and Politics classes served as
both authors and illustrators to create a cohesive
children's book. By translating complex legal principles
into engaging stories and accessible language,
students deepened their own understanding of
American democracy while preparing to share that
knowledge with their community.

For this project, students worked collaboratively in
small groups. Each group was assigned a specific
Amendment or a section of the First Amendment.
Their task was to craft a narrative that demonstrated
why a particular right matters through relatable
characters and creative situations. To bring these
stories to life, students utilized AI-generated imagery.
They maintained design consistency across the book
by using uniform style prompts and color palettes. This
multidisciplinary approach combined historical
research with modern technology and storytelling.

To ensure the project remained manageable and high-
quality, we implemented a deliberate scaffolding
process. This process broke the assignment into
several incremental milestones. By guiding students
through a structured sequence of conceptual pitches,
storyboarding, and draft submissions, we provided a
clear roadmap. This prevented them from becoming
overwhelmed by the dual demands of content creation 

and creative production. This paced approach also
carved out essential time for peer review and ongoing
refinements. It allowed students to polish their work
based on feedback from their classmates and
instructors.

A specific issue we encountered was the presentation
of the Second Amendment. To ensure the content was
appropriate for elementary school children, we
consulted with the MTA Guidance Department to refine
our approach. Our goal was to present the Amendment
factually without using frightening imagery or politically
charged rhetoric. By focusing on the core ideas of
community protection and the real responsibilities that
come with constitutional rights, the students created a
narrative that felt appropriate and accessible for
children. It stayed respectful of families who exercise 
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By becoming ambassadors
of the Bill of Rights, our
students demonstrated
that the principles of
democracy are best
preserved when they are
understood and shared by
every generation. 
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their Second Amendment rights while still prioritizing a
safe and age-appropriate learning environment.

The ultimate goal of Freedom Illustrated was to
produce a professional-quality book that introduces all
ten Amendments to younger students. This initiative
not only fostered Civic Skills like collaboration and
problem-solving but also a sense of Civic Belonging.
Students imagined ways to share their work through
an MTA Civics Reading Tour across the yeshiva
community. This vision allowed them to see
themselves as active participants in the preservation of
national values.

By becoming ambassadors of the Bill of Rights, our
students demonstrated that the principles of
democracy are best preserved when they are
understood and shared by every generation. They
learned that teaching a concept is often the best way
to master it themselves. This project turned abstract
legal theories into a tangible gift for the next
generation of learners.
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projects from Heather Benjamin’s
students exploring the Third and
Sixth Amendments to the U.S.
Constitution. Click the link here
for the 3  Amendment Project or
visit https://tinyurl.com/3rd-
amendment-project and click
here for the 6  Amendment
Project or visit
https://tinyurl.com/6th-
amendment-project
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https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/3rd-Amendment-2.pdf
https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/6th-Amendment.pdf
https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/3rd-Amendment-2.pdf
https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/6th-Amendment.pdf

	Freedom Illustrated: A Children’s Guide to the
	Bill of Rights
	NATIONAL EDUCATORS COHORT:
	REFLECTIONS & ARTIFACTS

	RESOURCE
	Check out these projects
	projects from Heather Benjamin’s students exploring the Third and Sixth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Click the link here for the 3rd Amendment Project or visit https://tinyurl.com/3rd-amendment-project and click here for the 6th Amendment Project or visit https://tinyurl.com/6th-amendment-project
	civicspirit.org



